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Portrait of Miranda, 

The Portrait of Mr. Mahard’s splendid 
cow, Miranda, is the subject of our en- 
graving. Her color, red; calved 15th 
of April, 1839; got by Berryman; dam 
Florida, by young Bolivar; g.dam Penn- 
sylvania, by imported Bolivar, (804); gr. 
g.dam by imported Gloucester, (1014) ; 
gr. gr. g- dam by imported Champion, 
(864); gr. gr. gr. g. dam by young Comet. 

Berryman, got by Henwood, (2114); 
dam Minniken, b Wharfdale, (1758) ; g. 
dam Minna, by Nestor, (452); gr. g. dam 
Minerva, by Harold, (291); gr. gr. g. dam 
Mary, by Meteor, (432); gr. gr. gr. g. dam 
Magdalene, bred by Mr. C. Colling, by 
Comet, (155); gr. gr. gr. gr. g- dam by 
Cupid, (177). 

We again call the attention of breed- 
ers to Mr. Mahard’s advertisement and 
sale, the particulars of which will be 
found on our cover. 
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For the Western Farmer and Gardener. 
The Orchard. No. 4. 


APPLES. 


Spurious Rambo. 


Size.—3 1-2 in. wide ; 26-10 long. 

Form.—Much, and nearly equally flat- 
tened at the ends. 

Pulp—Whitish, very juicy, crisp, in- 
clining to tough. 

Color.—Red, more or less in streaks on 
suffused red of paler hue ; ground yel!ow- 
ish green. 

Su-face.—Reflective; sprinkled 
whitish dots. 

Flavor.— Tart. 

Stem.—In a very deep cavity; only 
2-10 inch long, drawing into to the cavity 
the twig to which it is attached, and from 
two to eight leaves with it, making it dif- 
ficult to separate the fruit from the tree. 

Eye.—Closed; in a deep depression. 

This tree bears abundantly; ripening 
its fruit about the last of ninth month. 
It isa fine cooking apple ; but, for most 
persons, rather too tartforthe table. This 
7 is well characterized by the remark- 
ably short stem: The bottom of the two 
cavities approach within 9-10th of an inch 
of each other. 
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Newark Pippin. 


Size,—2 9-10 inches long; 3 3-10 inch- 
es wide. 

Form.—Globular ; equally flattened at 
both ends. 

Pulp.—Juicy; yellowish white; crisp. 

Color — Yellowish. Sig 

Surface.—Dots brown ; rather rare. 

Flavor.—-Subacid; very agreeable; 
spicy. 
_ Stem.—7-10 inch Jong; tuberculated ; 
in a deep cavity. 

Eye—Open to a great depth; in a 
deep cavity. 

he tree bears early and abundantly ; 

the fruit keeps through the winter if gath- 
ered with care. Ripens at the beginning 
of tenth month. Our nurserymen prefer 
grafting it five or six feet hi h on the 


stock or stem, on account of its very 
“sprangling” limbs. 
Black Apple. 
Size.—2 8-10 inches wide; 2 1-2 inch- 


es long. 

Form.—Globular; rather smaller at 
the summit; flattened at the base; but 
little flattened at the summit. 

Pulp.—Yellow ; juicy; tender. 

Color.—A very dark suffused red; no 
ground color. 

Surface.—Bloomy. Susceptible of a 
very high polish; with light brown dots, 

itted or sunk in slight depressions ; 
ineoles numerous at the base, and in the 
stem cavity, running circularly; summit 
verge tubercular. 

Flavor.— Sweetizh; very palatable. 

Stem.—7-10 inch long; flattened; tu- 
bercular upon the edge; projecting be- 

ond the verge; greenish and reddish 

rown. 

The tree has a round head, and bears 
abundantly ; and the fruit I have kept 
without difficulty through the winter: I 
should consider the orchard incomplete 
which did not contain this tree; but as 
Dr. Kirtland has justly said, it becomes 
almost insipid, or loses its peculiar flavor 
toward the approach of spring. 


Wine Apple. 


Size.—3 1-2 inches ; 2 9-10 inches long. 
Form.—Globulur ; rather smaller at the 
summit; a little flattened at both ends. 
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Pulp.—Tender inclined to mealiness ; 
white, with a tinge of yellow; moderate- 
ly juicy. 

Bolieenthed of various shades and ex- 
tent, and faintly showing stripes, on a 
yellowish ground. 

Surface.—Generally dull, owing to my- 
riads of lineoles; sprinkled with very 
light brown dots, which are particularly 
conspicuous on the dark red blush ; dots 
sometimes elevated on a small tubercle. 

Flavor.—S weetish. 

Stem.—8-10 inch long; projecting a 
little out of the deep cavity; rather slen- 
der, with two or more large tubercles at 
the free end. 

Eye.—Open ; in a deep cavity. 

Tree large, well formed and very pro- 
ductive; limbs growing upwards. The 
fruit ripens at the latter part of 9th month: 
it may be kept till midwinter. It is a fine 
table apple; and I am told is equally val- 
uable for drying, for cooking and for cider. 

Monstrous Pippin. 

Size.—4 1-2 inches wide; 3 1-4 long. 

Form.—Globular ; generally much flat- 
tened at both ends. 

Pulp.—-Y ellowish white, tender, break- 
ing, juicy, becoming rather mealy. 

Color.— Y ellow, with a shade of green ; 
russet in the stem cavity, the russet some- 
times extending over the base. 

Surface.—Sprinkled with white dots. 
Dots, in a favorable light, are seen to be 
in delicate depressions or pits; sometimes 
surrounded with pale areolae (whitish). 
More or less ridgy; susceptible of a po- 
lish. 

Fiavor.—Subacid, with a slightly per- 
ceptible spiciness. 

Stem.—6-10 inch long, ina very deep 
cavity; often tumified at the free end. 

Eye.—Sunk; open to a remarkable 
de th apt to split. 

ree of fine growth; branches running 
mpc’ Fruit ripens at the beginning 
of 10th month; keeps till the latter part 
of winter. It is one of the best cooking 
apples; and a choice fruit for the table. 
Fessenden says, it is an apple “of good 
flavor.” Dr. Kirtland considers it of little 
value. Whether the fruit referred to in 
these several cases, is the same, may, | 
think, easily be determined by the above 
description. 


Bellflower. 
Size.—3 1-2 inches long ; and the same 
in width. 
Form.—Globular, slightly flattened at 


the base; rather pointed at the summit. | 





Pulp.—Tender, juicy, yellowish. 

Color-—¥ ellow. bi 

Surface.—Rather dull, with lineoles, 
and large distant brown dots. 

Flavor.—-Subacid ; excellent. 

Stem.—-9-10 inch long; moderately 
stout; in avery deep cavity; reaching 
the verge. 

Eye.--Open ; in a moderate cavity, 

Seed cells very large ; seeds loosening 
and rattling within. A standard winter 
fruit; keeping well till spring. 

This is among the apples which strike 
the eye as being long ; but accurate mea- 
surement corrects the deception. 


I have now exhausted the materials for 
The Orchard, which I collected last year; 
and shall have to delay the prosecution of 
the subject till the ripening of our fruits 
this season. Sixteen varieties of apples, 
and ten of pears have been described ac- 
cording to the method proposed some 
time ago; and with as much accuracy as 
my eye and acorrect Gunter’s scale would 
permit. 


The reader will please to bear in mind, 
that in the present course of description, 
I do not pretend to delineate more than 
the prevailing form and size of the fruits; 
and to give their most usual characters. 
He will occasionally find deviations in 
one or more points, from the descriptions 
given: a “ Maiden’s Blush ” will be glob- 
ular and tapering, instead of being “ much 
flattened at both ends”; and he may find 
another with the eve closed, instead of 
being “rather open ;” indeed, if the sum- 
mit is not sufficiently exposed to the sun 
to develope it entirely, the eye will proba- 
bly always be closed; while under favor- 
able circumstances it would be always 
open. The heat and light of the sun ap- 
pear to be as necessary to open the eye 
of an apple, as they are to unclose 
eyes of a slothful man. Perhaps also the 
reader will meet with specimens which 
transcend the measurements given, by 12 
to 3-4 of an inch or more; for my aim 
has not been to seek out extraordinary 
growths; but to obtain and describe accu- 
rately, the best common specimens our 
neighborhood affords, without any desire 
to magnify the size or quality of the fruit. 
And if the examiner will select fruit which 
is perfect and duly developed in every 
part, I think he will admit that the descrip 
tion accords with it, with antes 

recision. If, when my homely tas 
is done, the pencilings should not be per- 
fect, the canvass can easily be touched 








here and there by a more skillful hand. 
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where the defects appear. Indeed, I look 
upon the present essays as only so many 
rough materials brought together, to be 
squared, arranged and adjusted at some 
future day. J. T. P. 





For the Western Farmer and Gardener. 


An Alphabetical List of some of the 
Grasses growing in the vicinity of 
Riehmond, Indiana. 


This family of plants bears a greater 
proportion to the whole vegetable king- 
dom, than perhaps would be generally 
supposed. he average ratio is estima- 
oes about one-twentieth of all the vege- 
table tribes: in particular districts the pro- 

rtion is equal to one-seventh ; diminish- 
ing in others to one-twenty-fifth of the 
whole vegetation. If instead of counting 
the kinds, we count the individuals, we 
shall find the grasses to surpass all other 
plants innumber. Growing almost every 
where, and carpeting vast savannahs with 
their verdure, it will easily be conceived 
that they must form a countless multitude. 
They attain to a great height, even in 
some instances to fifty or six:y feet, in the 

rrid zone; every one is familiar with 
the vast pastures of the temperate re- 
gions; the mountains acknowledge their 
presence as high up as the snow-line; 
water, as well as land, is acquainted with 
them ; and as if to outstrip human temeri- 
ty, they have traveled into the polar re- 
gions and formed a residence there. Thus 
penetrating into every climate, the gras- 
ses are the Jews and Jesuits of the vege- 
table world. 

Although they are so extensively dis- 
tributed over the earth, the species will 
not flourish indifferently in all latitudes, 
There are grasses peculiar to almost ev- 
ery region; and many that thrive only in 
eertain localities; some affect low wet 
places ; others prefer dry hill-sides ; some 
are found only on poor, stony districts ; 
while others are stinted aud of feeble 
growth, except in the richest soils. Hence 
the prevalence or sparsity of different 
kinds of grasses, may be considered iudi- 
cative of the character, condition, and 
situation of the svil. By this c¢riterion, 
the following catalugue of grasses, found 
In this neighborhood, will enable those 
who have paid attention to the subject, 
to judge of the fertility and variety of our 
soil; 


1. Agrostis alba. 
2. Aristida dichotuma. 











3. Arrenasherum pennsylvanicum. 
4, Bromus mollis. 

5. “ — secalinus. 

6. Digitaria sanguinalis. 

7. Elymus villosus. 

8. “¢  hystrix. 

9. Leersia orvzoides. 
10. Panicum crus-galli. 
11. sg capillare. 

12. Poa capillares. 
13. “ compressa. 
14. “ eragrostis. 
15. “ pratensis. 
16. “ serotina. 
17. “ nervata. 
18. Setaria viridis. 


19. “« glauca. 
20. Trichodium elatum. 
21. 66 scabrum. 


The above catalogue contains none of 
the cultivated, ornamented nor spurious 
grass. It might have been enlarged by 
the addition of other true grasses; but 
my time does not allow me to look over 
my herbarium at present; nor hardly to 
make any remarks upon the species I have 
enumerated. 

The first species is considered a natu- 
ralized grass, and is supposed to be the 
Fiorin grass of Ireland. It is found in 
our fields, pastures, and wet woodlands; 
and grows to the height of three to five 
feet. Aristida dichotoma, I have found 

rincipally on poor stony places ; and from 
its accustomed locality, it is called poverty 
grass. The third species, called oat grass, 
is the pennsylvanica of Muhlenburg. 
Rather rare in our fields. The fourth and 
filth are found in pastures; and are two 
or three feet high. The sixth isa pest to 
many badly cultivated gardens. Both 
the seventh and eighth I have collected 
almost wholly from the high rocky banks 
of ourriver. The Leersia 1 have always 
gathered in low wet, rather shaded pla- 
ces. The tenth is a tall coarse grass 
growing along side of ditches. The pani- 
cles or tops of the eleventh species break 
off when matured; aud are blown over 
the fields in great numbers, sowing their 
seed as they go, bouncing over the soil. 
| have seen these empty panicles piled in 
the fence corners several feet high. The 


| Poas do not all delight in the same hab- 


its. P. capillaris, P. eragrostis, and P. 
compressa prefer dry localities; P. pra- 
tensis luxuriates in rich meadows, and 
roduces lower leaves sometimes three 
vet in length! P. serotina and P. nervata 
are seldom or never found except in wet 
meadows. The eighteenth and nine- 
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teenth species are mostly inhabitants of 
cultivated grounds. The two species of 
Trichodium make choice of opposite hab- 
its; the elatum preferring moist situations, 
while the scabrum selects the dry borders 
of woods. 

Of this score of grasses, nothing can 
be said by way of commendation, if we 
except the agrostis alba, and two or three 
of the Poas. The Poa pratensis is the 
well known spear on or green sward 
of our country; and if I remember right- 
ly, it is the “blue grass” of the Kentucky 
grazier: the blue grass of the gasterners 
is the Poa compressa ; which is also call- 
ed wire grass. Some years ago one of 
our farmers went to Kentucky for the 
“blue grass” seed of that State; and on 
receiving it, sowed it in his open wood- 
ands: in due time, he was surprised and 
disappointed to find the Poa pratensis 
(spear grass) had taken possession of his 
ground. He was disappointed, because 
what he had procured at considerable ex- 
pense and much pains, abounded in every 
direction around him, as the most com- 
mon of our natural grasses, If I have 
mistaken the Kentucky blue grass, the 
seed procured and sowed by the above 
individual could not have germinated; 
and the spear grass must have appeared 
spontaneously ; facilitated no doubt in its 
growth, by the provernce of the ground, 
made for the “ blue grass.” 

I have just said that the Poa pratensis 
is our most common natural grass. Next 
to it in order I should rank Agrostis alba, 
Panicum capillare, and Trichodium sca- 
brum: the other species exist in much 
less quantity ; and some of them are com- 
paratively rare. J. 2. FP. 





From the American Agriculturist. 


Seeding down and retaining lands in 
Grass. 


There is perhaps no individual item of 
cultivation more important to the general 
farmer, and none so indispensable to the 
stock farmer, as the produce of the vari- 
ous grasses. In our American husband- 
ry, where the saving of labor is a cardi- 
nal virtue in the farm, it is of great im- 
portance to maintain permanent pastures 
and meadows. This, as we have oftimes 
in our experience observed, is easily and 
ee attained. Not on all soils to be 
sure, for there are those so sterile and 
loose, so dry and rigid that but two or 
three crops can be cut or fed, until it is 


Grass Lands. Vor. IIT, 


necessary to plough and crop the land, to 
fit it for a new seeding of grass, and go 
onward in successive courses of cultiva- 
tion. But there are soils, and those com- 
er : the great mass of western New 

ork farms, which are tenacious of the 
grasses, and with proper care, will proba- 
bly produce them in endless succession 
for centuries—at least they have thus far 
since the settlement of our country. On 
these, perhaps no crop is more profitable, 
or requires less time and labor. It js 
therefore desirable to perpetuate it with- 
out disturbance, and add if possible to its 
value and productiveness, 


In laying lands down to grass, the sea- 
son, and the manner must depend on the 
crop which is to precede the grass, and 
the condition of the soil. If the seeding 
crop be winter wheat, or rye, the grass 
seed should be sown on the last snows in 
March following the grain seeding ; or if 
no snows occur, during the breaking 
of the frosts in early spring, it should be 
sown while the seed can effect a lodg- 
ment in the open crevices of the soil. The 
objections to sowing the grass seed with 
the winter grain are that it will grow so 
rapidly through the autumn as to injure 
the spreading of the young grain before 
the setting in of winter, — choke its full 
and vigorous growth in the spring and 
summer. If the grain be sown in the 
spring, barley and eo wheat are pref- 
erable ; but oats will answer to seed wi 
requiring, as we think, a trifle more 
seed than when sown with the other 
grains. If the land be stony, or stumpy, 
great care should be taken to get it as 
smooth as possible, for the convenience 
of mowing. 

Quantity of seed per acre.—This will 
depend somewhat on the quality of the 
soil. As timothy (Phleum Pratense) and 
red clover (Trifolium Pratense) are the 
principal, and, 1 may add, the best gras- 
ses cultivated in our country on the up- 
lands—the proportions may be varied as 
the soil predominates towards wet or dry. 
On moist soils, at least two thirds to three- 
fourths of timothy should prevail—on the 
drier, the proportion of clover should be 

reater, perhaps one-half to two-thirds. 

rom eight to twelve quarts of mixed 
seed should be sown to the acre, and i 
used with the spring crop, well harrowed, 
bushed, or rolled in. uring the first 
year, no heavy stock should feed upon it 
as the ground will not have acquired sul- 
ficient compactness to resist the outtmg 








of the young turf by their feet, nor should 
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animals ever be pore to poach them 
in spring and fall in soft weather. This 
js very injurious. During severe winter 
frosts, and snows, and in the grass grow- 
ing seasons, farm stock wy range mow- 
ing grounds with impunity, but at all other 
times they should be kept away. 


After management.—If the soil be a 
¢lay, or tenacious loam, provided it be 
properly treated, we know of no good 
reason why either meadows or pastures 
should ever be broken up. These we 
consider the best and most natural grass 
lauds to be formed. Gravelly and sandy 
loams occasionally are tenacious of gras- 
ses, and will ofttimes hold them with good 
top dressing, either in meadow or pastu- 
rage for centuries—but in dry hungry 
soils, they often run out, as the term i 
in two, three, or four years, and deman 
renewal, with fresh cultivation, and the 
application of active manures. We have 
seen numerous mowing and pasture 
grounds in lands free from stone, which 
have never been ploughed. The first crop 
of oats or wheat after clearing, had been 
simply dragged in with grass seed, the 
grain “— cut, and the grass ever after- 
wards yielding its annual and abundant 
crop of either hay or pasturage. On all 
soils where vegetable decomposition is 
abundant, no cause but the uneven condi- 
tion of the surface owing to the decay of 
stumps, dispiacing of stones, &c., should 
demand breaking up meadows or pastures, 
unless for grain or root cropping ; for it is 
considered doubtful among many of our 
best stock farmers, whether vegetable 
loams ever produce better, if so well, with- 
out frequent manuring, after the top soil 
left at their first clearing be disturbed ; 
and they do in numberless instances sub- 
mit to the inconvenience of mowing their 
meadows with a very rough surface year 
after year, rather than risk the tere | 
them with a sward after being ploughe 
and smoothed down. Undoubtedly there 
is much prejudice in this, but when intelli- 
gent farmers persevere for a long series 
of years in a usage sanctioned by their 
own experience as satisfactory, their opin- 
ions are entitled to consideration. 


As before observed, we consider the te- 
nacious moist soils the natural land for 
grasses. In these, if wegey treated, 
they will grow for centuries. top dres- 
sing of stable manure, compost, ashes, 
gypsum, or any fertilizing matter, either 
i spring or autumn, will keep them in 
abundant fertility if in meadow; and if 
in pasturage the droppings of the animals 








depastured, will amply recompense for the 
herbage consumed. Properly treated, 
grass lands will rarely become bound, or 
mossy ; but should they ever become so, 
a thorough me ge with the harrow, a 
sprinkling of seed, and a good top dres- 
sing of manure or ashes, will always 
bring the grass into an abundant crop. 
All standing surface water should be re- 
moved by draining, and the wild grass 
which it produces will be immediately ex- 
pelled by the timothy and clover, and be- 
come equally productive with the other 
portions of the field. If running water 
can in any instance be directed upon 
meadows in the spring and summer 
months, properly graduated and control- 
led, the crop of grass can be greatly aug- 
mented, as it supplies no inconsiderable 
portion of the food of grass, and in many 
instances meadows have produced fora 
long series of years heavy crops without 
other applications than artificial water- 
ings. In England, this method of treat- 
ment is now obtaining great practice, 
wherever available, an iiestiioee enor- 
mous a is incurred to carry streams 
by canals to distant meadows, 


Old mowing and pasture lands are 
sweeter and more nutritious in their gras- 
ses than those freshly laid. The grass is 
finer and thicker ; and the produce is more 
steady and abundant. In some of the 
fine stock and cattle regions of England 
and Scotland, old pastures and mowin 
lands rent from twenty to twenty-five dok 
lars the season per acre, when those new- 
ly laid will earn only half the sum; al- 
ways being preferred to the newly laid 
grounds—and their experience is well 
worth our consideration on this side the 
Atlantic. Many meadows in this country 
can be found which yield two to three 
tons, and sometimes more per acre, which 
have not been pioughed for an hundred 
years, with occasional top dressing, and 
sometimes with or without flowing them 
with water. In the interior, gypsum is 
annually used in great quantities by man 
of the stock and dairy farmers, upon bot 
mowing and pasture lands, at the rate of 
one to two bushels per acre, and is found 
a great promoter of the growth of grass. 
The dairymen and graziers of New York, 
and the western counties of New England, 
are adopting the use of this valuable ma- 
terial with great benefit to their interests, 
and the constant improvement of their 
farms; and it is now well ascertained 
among the best of our stock farmers, that 
permanent grass lands are not only the 
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cheapest, but the best for their purposes. 

We have spoken of timothy and red 
clover. For all feeding purposes, we con- 
sider these as yieldidg the est hay and 
the most productive for meadows. On 
soils that are very wet, they dwindle, and 
in some instances refuse to grow. Such, 
if practicable, should be drained; or if 
not, the red top, or foul meadow, and 
coarser grasses should be cultivated. In 
pastures, the more kinds of valuable gras- 
ses that can be introduced the better. 
White clover ( 7'vifolium repens), and blue 
grass* (Poa Pratensis) are indigenous 
to most of our soils, and produce sweet 
succulent feed; but as they are neither so 
rapid in growth, nor so easy to feed as 
timothy and red clover, the latter should 

redominate where friendly to the soil. 

or sheep, and close feeding animals, 
however, perhaps no grasses are sweeter 
and more nutritious than the white clover 
and blue grasses. 


There is also another great advantage 
in cultivating timothy, principally as a 
hay crop. It dries away less, or loses 
less weight in curing than most other 
grasses, and if not cut too early, yields 
great quautities of seed, sometimes as 
high as twenty-five or thirty bushels to 
the acre, and the straw makes a very tol- 
erable hay. It suffers less from long 
standing in the field after fit for the scythe 
than other grasses, and taken altogether, 
cattle, horses, and sheep are fonder of it 
than any other hay; and it should never 
be cut until it has passed the flower, and 
the pollen begins to drop from the head, 
and then for all feeding purposes the 
sooner cut the better. Even then, much 
of the seed will ripen. Ordinary farm 
stock fed on this hay will thrive if they 
have enough of it, and our own cattle 
have often, when purchased late in the 
fall, gone into the stables in low condi- 
tion, and? come out in high flesh in the 
spring with no other food than timothy 
and clover hay, water, and salt. 


We might pursue this subject with 
much interest in discussing the best meth- 
ods of cutting and curing hay, feeding 
farm stock, &c.; but as it feade us into a 
longer essay than we intended at our 
commencement, we must defer it until an- 


other time. L. F. A. 





* Judge Buel asserts this to be the common spear 

ss of the Northernand Middle States; and the Hon. 

fenry Clay pointed it out to me as identical with the 
blue grass of Kentucky and the Western States, 
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Wueat Crop.— Wherever the wheat 
crop may be too rank, the farmer should 
turn in his flock of sheep to eat it down, 
by so doing he will increase the chance 
of its heading well_—American Farmer, 


NeGcect or Dury.—Any overseer, man- 
ager, or bailiff on a farm, who delays 
having his employer’s tools and imple- 
ments repaired until they are wanted for 
use, should be dismissed as unworthy of 
confidence; and he who is his own man- 
ager and neglects their timely repair, 
should be condemned to a month’s plough- 
ing amongst ivy stumps.—Jbid. 








Worn-out Lands. 


Loa Ha.., Feb. 1842, 
Mr. Thomas Affieck : 

Dear Sir :—I1 will endeavor to give you 
the plan pursued by farmers where I was 
raised, to resuscitate worn-out lands, or 
even to improve the tried. or the, to ap- 

earances, naturally thin land; in so do- 
ing, will throw in my own notions, thereb 
striving to give you as fully as I am able, 
or as memory serves me, the capabilities 
of the South for improvement, without 
any foreign aid. In doing so,I think [I 
can convince you, that our resources are 
ample; that our means are competent, if 
we only had the energy to pursue, the in- 
formation well matured to direct, and a 
few competent to the task to lead in this 
good cause of reform. The difficulty at 
ages in our country is almost inautlos 

le; but I trust that time will overcome 
all difficulties. Asa general rule, those 
who have the capital to farm, don’t be- 
lieve a word in your Berkshires, Dur- 
hams, South Downs, deep and fine cul- 
ture, manure, rotation of crops, providing 
for stock of any description; give them 
bacon, corn bread, a few collards, and 
turnips in the shape nearly of a bottle, 
milk sometimes, coffee, big crops of cot- 
ton, and enough corn—they are content— 
the name of any thing like improvement, 
is another multicaulis story. Those who 
have the energy and zeal, are (too much 
the case, I regret from my soul,) tied 
down by debts, that preclude all possi- 
bility to improve, unless in a very limited 
extent: therefore you must not look for 
very rapid improvement among us. 

We have here generally what may be 
called a large number of” cattle on our 
farms, in comparison with the North. As 
the most of us do not feed either summer 
or winter, therefore I would say, our means 
are more ample to collect and make ma- 
nure, especially those of us who live in 
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a woodland country, or near a ewamp. 
By collecting leaves, swamp earth, corn 
stalks, &c. in our cow lots, herd our cat- 
tle regular, even provide food for winter 
feed, our resources in this way you will 
understand. 

Our cottonseed is another fruitful source 
of providing the finest material for ma- 
nuring either corn, oats, or, J add, cotton: 
a double handful on a hill of corn, will, 
in ordinary seasons, be more than equal 
to, I think, four times the amount of any 
other kind of manure we use. While 
some prefer putting around corn after it 
js out of the ground; others prefer de- 

siting in the furrow—the latter [ prefer. 
Por oats, I have scattered it on the ground | 
and plowed in with oats—and although | 
have never designedly manured cotton 
with the seed, yet all of us have seen cot: | 
ton that grew where the seed had ma-| 
nured, and I have always noticed the. 

lants there, greener, fuller of bowls, and | 
ares than any where else. I can show) 
spots where the seed were deposited three | 
years ago, and venture to predict, (tho’ two | 
crops of oats have grown since—the corn | 
crop was manured) that the next crop of | 
cotton, will tell in those very spots, my | 
reason for particularly namiog this is, 
some of my brethren contend that seeds 
are temporary in their effects. 


Another source of manure—superior to | 
your boasted fields of clover too—if we. 
would only put our shoulders to the| 
wheel—is the cow pea. We can make a 
full crop of corn, and on the same land, 
a crop of cow peas; plant the pea about 
the timeof “laying bye” our corn; work 
once; plant, if in hills, between the rows 
one way—if in drills in the middle of 
row—and at a proper time, cut corn to. 
the ground, when fit haul in; and after. 
the pea has pretty well matured, turn! 
hogs in, they will eat the pea, then turn | 
all the vine in; we can have on good | 
land as much vine as we can turn under. | 

















One advantage in the pea, if we pursue | 
a rotation, of cotton, corn, oats, cotton—is | 
the pea can be plowed in the second year, | 
in the rotation, and by sowing oats in the | 
spring, with about one bushel of the pea 
to three acres, after the oats are cut, the 
pea will cover the whole land, then plow 
in, the third year of rotation—whereas 
you plow in clover only when three years | 
old, ortwo at furthest—we can feed our 
pea every year in a limited extent, and 
yet plow it in, in the fall, it being tap 
rooted is an additional advantage. The | 
cotton crop can be made to aid in this 








matter. About the middle or even first of 
September, sow cotton fields down in 
rye—(I have seen it) after gathering cot- 
ton crop, give stock the chance of eati 

it down; in the spring, thrash down 
ordinary size stalks, plow in the green 
rye and stalks ; or oats will do as well; I 
would prefer the Egyptian oat, but 1 be- 
lieve the black oat will stand our winters 
generally. 

We have yet another adjuvant—crab 
grass; where it has a chance, it will cover 
the entire surface, not only affording a 
valuable grass for grazing or salah 
a large quantity of matter, if turned un- 
der to the soil for manure. 


I hesitate not to advise my friends in 
the South, to plant oats and peas togeth- 
er. Ihave done it, and speak from ex 
rience; but should they fear to risk this 
much on my word, they will certainly not 
let slip the chance of turning in the oats 
or rye stubble and grass, and either drill 
peas two feet apart, about one-half bush- 
el to the acre, or sow them: I prefer the 
drill, because they can be plowed and 
hoed once or twice, and thinned out, if 
necessary. When about one-third, or one- 
half peas have turned yellow, turn in the 
hogs ; and by the time they have eaten 
out this field, your corn field will be rea- 
dy—then turn them into it, and plow in 
the pea vine. 

If this system is pursued, we can really 
give to our mother earth a fair allowance 


of food yearly ;—say first year of rota- 
_tion, plow in the cotten stalk, or the limbs 


and branches any how, if the stalk be too 
large, and a green crop of rye or oats in 
the spring ;—second year, plow in the 
roots of corn stalk, crab grass, and pea 
vine, in the fall and winter ;—third year, 

low in stubble, crab grass, in June; and 
in the fall, plow in pea vine, or if oats 
and pea be planted at same time, plow 
in, in the fall. 

I would put all manure gathered from 
the cow lot, stable, and cotton seed to the 
corn crop, thereby not only making corn 
better, but adding to the growth of the 
pea and the sward of grass. I am al- 
most shy, of naming the length of stalks 
of crab grass that I have seen here; but 
I think I can send you next fall one that 
will measure five feet from where it 
branches from the seed, to the seed 
sprangle; and I can send you too many, 
for the good of our cotton crop, I fear, as 
it is the sorest pest we have, when fully 
possessed of a young crop of cotton. It re- 
quires getting up soon, and stirring the 
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ws, hoes, and every thing we can move 
n this section of the State, our lands 
have not been in cultivation long enough 
to be termed worn out; yet, I think we 
have, as a people, delayed toolong. It is 
easier to keep oe land up, than to make 
poor land good. I would then urge the 
immediate resort to all the various aids, 
or a part, that can be controlled. I make 
no question that no one will fail in seeing 
a benefit by even the rotation I make 
mention of, though I know as fully as 
they do, that some of us can show fields 
that know not rotation at all. I can, my- 
self, show a field that has grown eight or 
nine consecutive crops of cotton—all the 
land that was ever good—produced as fair 
a crop last year as any I had, and it was 
spoken of in June as the best piece of 
cotton that was in this neighborhood. | 
have also grown oats for two years on 
the same land; if any difference, the oats 
were better the second year; the coat of 
grass decidedly ; and appearances clearly 
indicated an improvement—so much so, 
that it was alluded to by visitors. Bui 
for all this, I am satisfied a rotation is ne- 
cessary, and prefer the quartunary— 

Ist. For instance cotton, wirth, rye or 
oats. 2d. Corn, with peas and pumpkins. 
3d. Oats with peas. 4th. Rest. We can- 
not carry out this yet awhile; we muat 
learn to cultivate less, add to our farms, 
and provide the right kind of animals to 
feed our provender to—for it is a waste 
of time and talents to feed land pikes, and 
those things covered with raw hides. 

Yours, truly, 
M, W. Pai.uips. 





The Western School Journal. 


We have before us the first number of 
the “ Western School Journal,” published 
by Mr. O. SHecvon Leavitt, of Coving- 
ton, Ky. Itisa work that we wish entire 
success to. Our personal acquaintance with 
Mr. Leavitt, and a knowledge of his views 
upon the subject of agricultural instruc- 
tion, induces us to the belief, that his pa- 
= will be truly valuable in its place. 

he ground which Mr. Leavitt assumes, 
and in our opinion a just one, is the pri- 
mary importance of stability, and the es- 
tablishment for teachers of a distinct pro- 
fession. We entirely coincide with him. 
We know of no class of persons whose 
claims on the community are so great, and 
as a body, so completely overlooked as 


the teachers generally of the United | 


States. They have no home, and the 
provision that is made for them—though 
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professedly liberal, is under such map- 
agement that there is no inducement 
for men of intellect to devote themselves 
to the vocation, one of the most import. 
ant, and one that eaght to occupy the at. 
tention of the head of every family in the 
country. The lawyers are a profession— 
but the teachers of our youth, in whom 
are vested the moral action of thea 
are left to struggle in uncertainty. There 
is no impelling influence to cause them to 
pay that devoted attention to their own 
studies, with a view to imparting the same 
to their pen nor to their own advance 
ment and high standing amongst theirown 
body, which is so peculiarly essential to 
arrive at excellence, and which is #8 
readily to be found in what we cannot but 
call, compared with this, the lower pro- 
fessions. We are most of us desirous of 
establishing an agricultural school: but 
what man of intelligence—or what set of 
men—capable of conducting such an es- 
tablishment, could be found to take the 
management of it under our present sys 
tem? Where is the professed Botanist, 
Geologist, Chemist or Anatomist, that af- 
ter years of study, would trouble himself 
with a yearly election, and subject, as pe 
riodically, toa change of residence ? Thi 
feature alone, of the present law, appears 
to us entirely destructive of the end es- 
pecially to be obtained, and one of all 
others that requires revision. Mr. Lea- 
vitt’s ideas upon the subject of education, 
are based upon the principle that the 


| teachers should give evidence of capa- 


bility before a responsible tribunal ; and 
not be removeable at.the whim of those 
incapable of judging upon the subject, 
We have an example of the result that 
would necessarily follow the making teach- 
inga profession in referring again to 
law. hat s:udent in law but makes him- 
self perfectly conversant with Blackstone, 
and the hundred others that have gone 
before him? Yet what teacher, compar- 
atively, of those employed in the Union, 
ever saw Murray’s grammar, Smart 
upon Elocution, Crabb’s synonyms, 
fifty other works, descriptive merely 
our every day language? Again: under 
the system proposed to be carried out by 
Mr. Leavitt, dhe science of agriculture 
would be taught in all our common 
schools, and which might be as easily 
done as reading and writing. Every 
teacher would have professionally to mm 
form himself upon all the sciences neces 
sary to qualify him to impart all this to 
those under his charge. 
Oh, say some, what do we want with 
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Botany; Geology, Chemistry and Anato- 
my. Have we not always done without 
these? This may be true, but we have 
come to the conclusion that he will make 
the best farmer who is best acquainted 
with the construction and habits of the 
lants he wants to cultivate—of the com- 

nent parts of the earth he has to use in 

e rearing of them ; of the means he has 
of ascertaining, himself, the fertile pro- 
erties of his soil, adapted especially to 
the crop he is desirous of raising—and to 
the stock raiser, what is more important 
than a familiar acquaintance with the 
anatomical formation of animals, illustra- 
tive particularly of their fattening or other 
qualities. Upon the whole we are much 

leased with the specimen number of the 
Bhool Journal and recommend it to the 
patronage of our friends and all those de- 
sirous of elevating the moral and intellec- 
tual character of the country. 

The Western School Journal is publish- 
ed at Covington, aggre | and its me- 
chanical execution is highly creditable 
—the subscription price only fifty cents 
per age and its views are sustained gen- 
erally by the teachers here, and other 


friends of the cause. 





For the Western Farmer and Gardener. 
Rankin County, Miss. 


Will some one of your correspondents 
favor a “tyro” in silk cuiture, with some 
plain practical detail, from the egg up to 
the cutting out of the fly, and depositing 
its egg. 

I have bestowed some trouble, in a 
small way on raising the worm, but I find 
the thing so differentfrom what [ heard, 
that I wish more light on the subject. We 
will suppose, the egg having been depos- 
ited on asheet of white paper, and care- 
fully placed away where neither insect or 
animal can injure, with the spring open, 
and leaves as large as a dollar, would it 
be advisable to hatch? or to wait until la- 
ter? Would it be correct to hatch out ina 
room artificially heated, when conveni- 
ence would not permit them to remain 
under this artificial treatment? After the 
worm is out would it be correct to feed 
the same day? Is it any consequence 
whether the feeding be done every day, 
and more than two or three times? In 
speaking of every day, I here allude to 
the days of menting what is the mean- 
ing of this? I suppose of course a change 
of skin. Supposc in feeding with leaves, 


and branches, even if kept pure by lime 
is it well to keep a large collection of drie 
leaves, where often, the worm is lost, es- 

ecially when young, or are they fed on- 
y what they eat? I have a frame ot 
two uprights, with other frames sliding 
in and out, and find that many drop 
through the cross strings, on%to the paper 
below, though the strings are only one 
inch apart. Until worms be from two to 
three weeks old, would it not be better to 
keep them on paper? The great difficul- 
ty in anew undertaking, is want of plai 
practical information. it some one woul 
write, how the eggis hatched, when fed, 
how often, what quantities, if shelves be 
cleaned of the old leaves—and how to 
provide in case of two or three days rain, 
as much other matter, only of feeding, 
&c., it would greatly aid the cause. 

I have noticed for these various moul- 
lings, and the feeding—have sometimes 
fed once, twice, and thrice a day, yet I see 
not the use, nor can perceive the great 
advantage of feeding “five times a day.” 
l suppose that if the leaves be not wilter- 
ed, that once a day would be ample, and 
even if wiltered, though not dry, the dif- 
ference would not be material; the worms 
I have are some few, thirty days old, com- 
ing out on the 24th of March, and look as 
large as those I saw spinning iast year in 
May. They have been fed as above, with 
daily sprinkling of lime. 

Another matter, sir, I am anxious to im- 
prove my sheep, and cannot make up m 
mind, what breed to cross with—my stoc 
are the common sheep of the country, 
legs pretty long, wool not close to body, 
rather standing out, no wool on under 
part of belly; but they keep in good or- 
der, and make what we think good mut- 
ton. The object I wish to obtain is to 
make the best wool, for your market, to 
manufacture negro cloth, and our Ken- 
tucfly jeans, 2d rate article—as also to in- 
crease size of sheep and quality of mut- 
ton. I haveseen the Bakewell and South 
Down: both seem to get along as well as 
our native sheep, but whether the cross 
of either will attain my object—is what 
I want to know. Also the price of the 
wool I would raise, and cost of rams and 


ewes, say one ram and ten ewes. 
Yours, &c., TYRO. 





Melons of all kinds—pumpkins, equash- 
es, cucumbers, &c. should have their seeds 
taken from the shell and washed—then 
they should be laid up in a dry place se- 
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For the Western Farmer and Gardener. 
Silk. 


Mr. Editor, 


¢ Dear Sir:--Since the Multicaulis fever 
has subsided, and fortunes are no longer 
to be won by the mulberry speculation ; 
golden dreams have vanished “like the 
morning cloud and early dew,” and pleas- 
ing anticipations, have given way to bit- 
ter disappointment and disgust ; a re-ac- 
tion and apathy seem to be taking place 
of former enthusiasm on the subject of 
the mulberry culture and silk business, 
which I fear threaten to be a serious det- 
riment to one of the important interests 
of our country. 

Mulberry trees, instead of being con- 
sidered worth from fifty cents to a dollar 
a piece, are now thought by many to be 
not only worthless, but a nuisance. 

A gentleman of my acquaintance, who 
planted an orchard some three or four 
years ago, with a design to engage some- 
what extensively in the silk business, has, 
after one o" two experiments, abandoned 
the business in disgust, and destroyed his 
trees. Another fine lot of multicaulis 
trees have within a few days, been doom- 
ed to like destruction. And such exam- 
amples, I believe are by no means rare. 
It is tobe regretted (though itis not surpri- 
sing) that complete success has not attend- 
ed every attempt to make silk. The fail- 
ure of one individual, however, ought not 
to discourage another ; nor ought a single 
failure to discourage any one, unless the 
cause can — be demonstrated to 
besuch as cannot be obviated. I have 
not taken my pen witha design to write 
an essay to prove that the best of silk may 
be advantageously made in almost every 
= of the United States, and particular- 
y the middle and western States, or that 
with proper management the business 
may be made a profitable one. If this 
has not already been done to the satis- 
faction of every one who has read or 
reflected at all on the subject, any effort of 
my feeble pen would be unavailing. None 
have failed because our soil is not adapt- 
ed to the mulberry, or our climate con- 
genial to the health of the worm. Want 
of a little experience, and the wantof prop- 
er fixtures and conveniences for feeding, 
ventilating, and taking care of the worms 
in the various stages of their growth, have 
been the principal causes of failure ina 
business which it is certainly very desira- 
ble should be encouraged, and brought 
to the highest perfection in our country. 

At a time like this, when not only cases 





fof individual bankruptey and distress are 
multiplying beyond any former example, 
but national bankruptcy and ruin are ues 
tually staring us in the face, in conse. 
quence of the efflux of the precious met- 
als to foreign countries, to pay for foreign 
importations, of which silks comprise no 
inconsiderable item, let every friend to 
his country’s prosperity, pause, before he 
lays the axe or the mattock to the root of 
his mulberry trees. Be not discouraged :— 
as the business progresses, experience 
will suggest and develope facilities ;— 
yankee ingenuity will be at work to in- 
vent improvements to overcome the diffi. 
culties attending an unskilful prosecution 
of the enterprise ;—and the object of this 
communication is to recommend to the 
attention of silk growers, or those who 
would be such, an improved apparatus [or 
fitting up a cocoonery, a model of which 
I have had the privilege of examining, 
recently invented by Dr. A. Spaulding, 
of Marietta, and which I believe to be 
“decidedly superior to any other plan yet 
known either in Europe or America.” {t 
combines al] the advantages and conven- 
iences that can possibly be desired for 
feeding, changing, cleaning, ventilating, 
&c., furnishing the worms with winding re- 
treats exactly suited to their habits. The 
cocoons may be gathered at the rate of a 
bushel a minute, with the floss perfectly 
clean. It possesses an important advan- 
tage in the present stage of the silk busi- 
ness, which is, it may be adapted not only 
to a large cocoonery, but to any unoccu- 
pied room in a dwelling or outhouse, and 
would be no inappropriate ornament ina 
gentleman farmer’s parlor. The expense 
is but a trifle more than for plain shelves, 
while nine-tenths of the labor of attend- 
ing the worms issaved. Any farmer can 
make it, who can handle a saw and chis- 
el, and with it, it is said, one person may 
feed a million of worms in a season. 

Farmers, rememberevery mulberry tree 
cultivated for the appropriate object, eve 
ry bushel of cocoons raised, every pound 
of silk reeled or spun, and every yard of 
silk manufactured, is worth its equivalent 
in gold and silver ;—and really. we have 
no more than we can well spare for the 
foreign article. 

Respectfully, &c., 
J. TOWNSEND. 

Falls Township, Muskingum Co. 

P. S.—In my communication on the 
subject of Fruit, and Fruit Trees, pub- 
lished in the February No. of the Farmer 
and Gardener, your printer made me 8@y 








} afew things which I had no notion of say- 
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For instance, in my introductory re- 
marks, he made me say “ expresa notion,” 
instead of expectation, And again (page 
110) he makes me say, roots that are in 
ip any degree brown, (when cut) are 
édiscarded,” instead of diseased, &c., 
errors which I will thank you to correct 
if you see proper. J. T. 








For the Farmer and Gardener. 


Mr. Editor: 


Having recently returned from a trip 
of one hundred miles in the country, ex- 
tending into the valley of Mad river, I 
will make a few observations on subjects 
connected with agriculture. 

To those who have been confined to 
the brick and stone, and dust and smoke, 
of the city, the country looks charming 
and beautiful, and the air feels pure and 
exhilerating. 

If the farmers could know and feel the 
sensations produced in the minds of the 
traveler, and passers by, they would soon 
surround their houses with the grass Est 
and shrubbery, which never fails to elicit 
the remark (mentally at least)—“ they 
are nice people living there—I know by 
the looks of the yard.” My children 
were delighted when passing a farm 
house of this aescription and would ex- 
claim, “O! father, look-—thad is a sweet 

e.” But when passing a house where 
the cattle and hogs dispute the occupancy 
with the dirty children, a prudent traveler 
is mum. 

I have never seen better prospects of 
abundant crops of wheat, than the coun- 
try now presents. It appears, that in 
general, every farmer has sown one field 
this season more than usual; and should 
the season continue favorable until har- 
vest, Ohio will yield more wheat than 
ih any previous yoni I heard no com- 
plaints of the fly. On the contrary, 
lt was stated, that the earliness of the 
season had been the means of freeing 
wheat fields of this section of the coun- 
try from the ravages of the fly. For 
two or three years past, the wheat crops 
have been greatly injured, and in some 
sections nearly j Sir aa by the fly.— 

uring the warm weather in March and 
the early part of April, the fly left its win- 
ter habitation (the chrysalis) and ven- 
tured forth to make its attacks upon the 
crops; but the subsequent frosts soon de- 
stroyed them, before they had time to de- 
posite their eggs in the stalks of wheat; 


x 








| 


and we shall probably have a respite for 
a short time from their destructive ravages. 


Last fall we made an experiment of 
sowing wheat upon a field of buckwheat 
ploughed under; and on some portions 
of the field lime was sown before plough- 
ing, at the rate of 30 bushels to the acre. 
The seed wheat was also prepared by be- 
ing soaked in pickle and then rolled ina 
white wash of lime. Those portions of 
the wheat on which lime had been sown 
can now be readily distinguished, by the 
color, from the portions not limed. But 
the greatest benefit expected from liming, 
will be in filling out the grain. Perhaps 
you will hear more of this hereafter. 

] made an examination of a peat bog 
found on an adjoining farm, and I discov- 
ered that subsequently to the formation 
of the peat, a spring of water holding 
lime in solution, issuing trom the declivity 
of the hill, and running over the peat 
bog, had made sufficient depositions of 
lufaceous maiter, or carbonate of lim 
as completely to decompose the peat, cal 
reduce it to the condition of “ short muck ;” 
just exactly the state in which it is ready 
to be spread upon the fields for manure— 
and that of the best kind, containing Au- 
mus and carbonate of lime in proper com- 
bination. But it still lies in its original 
bed, and our neighbor sows wheat, and 
plants his fields every year, as if the soil 
was inexhaustuble. 


In the vicinity of our farm, I discover- 
ed valuable beds of marl, containing at 
least 80 per cent. of carbonate of lime. 
It is a disintegrated limestone; and oc- 
curs in the best possible form to be ap- 
plied to the land; it is already in a pul- 
verised state, and is easily taken up with 
a shovel. It lies about a foot below the 
surface, and occurs in beds of 12 to 18 
inches in depth, when it gradually passes 
into compact limestone. It eflervesces so 
briskly with dilute muriatic acid that the 
yas throws the water 6 inches high above 
the dish. The country has been cultiva- 
ted in the vicinity for 30 years; but no 

erson has used any upon his lands; and 
in fact, it is doubtful, whether one in a 
hundred is aware of its existence, or even 
of the beneficial effects of this substance 
upon lands. Our farmers are much in 
need of light on this subject. 

Fruit of all kinds cultivated will be 
abundant this season. 

Can you, or any of your readers, in- 
form me where madder roots can be ob- 
tained this fall ? D. LarsaM. 


Cincinnati, May 7, 1842. 
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Address of M. W. Philips. 








Vow. II 








The thorough-bred boar, Windsor Castle, 
Was imported from England last year, 
by Mr. A. B. Allen, of New York, one 
of the editors of the American Agricul- 
turist, and brought on to Ohio, and dis- 
He mea- 
sures in a direct line, from the tip of his 
nose along his side, to the end of his 


posed of to us in November. 


hams, 6 feet 3 1-2 inches; from root of 


the ear to end of hams, 5 feet 1 inch; 
height to the top of the shoulder, 2 feet |} J 
11 inches; do. to the top of the rump, 3 
feet; girth round the heart, immediately 
behind the fore Jeg, in just fair working 
order, 5 feet 6 inches; and if fattened. he 
would girth at least 7 feet, and stand 3 
inches higher than he now does, as these 
animals always put much flesh on their 
backs in the fattening process, and it is 
estimated that he could be made to weigh 
reat size, 
ut of his 
general fine points and handling, soft 
quick feeding 

roperties; and joined to all these, he 
boas the bearing and action of a noble 
thorough-bred horse, and we are con- 
fident that his stock, like himself, will 
prove first rate travellers. His coat isa 
lum color, intermixed with a 


800 easily. It is not of his 
however, that we make boast, 


silky hair, thin skin, and 


deep rich 
slight flicking of white and buff. 


Windsor Castle’s importer asserts, that 


the largest dealers and best judges in 


Berkshire, England, informed him, that 
they had not known so large and fine a 
boar in that county for 20 years, and with- 
out intending in the least to disparage 


the value of any other animal, we will 


say, that this opinion is corroborated by 
all who have seen him in this country. 
The most forward pigs that we have of 
his stock now, are about 4 months old; 
and we find, notwithstanding their in- 
creased size over any berkshires we have 
ever bred, that they fatten as kindly as 
those of the smaller sizes, and that this 
stock can be made ready for the knife at 


any age desired by its breeders. 
Joun Manarp, Jr., 
R. H. Henprickson. 





Instead of much light reading, more at- 
tention should be paid to the exact scien- 


ces—to figures. We would have all ac- 
quire a competent knowledge of history, 
and to this, young people and old are 


more inclined than tomathemat*sal knowl- 


edge. But young farmers and mechanics 
should know enough of' first principles, 


applicable to their occupation, to prevent 


imposition from knowing rogues. 








Address of M. W. Philips. 
To the Patrons of the Western Farmer and Gardener, 
Friends and Brethren: 

In offering my services as Southern 
Editor of the W. F. and Gardener to the 
proprietor, | was influenced by a desire 
to throw “my mite into the measure.” 
When I proposed, it was believed by my. 
self, and a few of my personal friends, 
who were also alive to the important sub. 
ject of improvement in agriculture and 
its kindred branches—that it was imposgi- 
ble at the present time to succeed witha 
home paper. I had no expections of fee 
or reward; I have seen enough of thege 
times, to convince me that all the eclat, 
I could gain by this measure, would be 
hollow, therefore I could not desire re. 
nown, and on this matter I cease by as. 
suring our patrons, that as it has everap- 
peared to me, to be a duty incumbent on 
me to do allin my power, for that people 
with whom I lived, so in this matter, | 
have acted alone, believing it my. duty, 
and the only reward I ask—I receive—the 
approbation of myself and family. | 
have fully and duly considered the whole 
matter, prior to making a move in this 
beautiful and and hvely field; I do not, 
nor have I ever thought myself as capable 
to give information as many others, butas 
others are either too indifferent to the 
calls of their country, or too indolent to 
obey that call, I offer myself to you as 
your instructor until you can get a better. 
The subject of Argricultural improve- 
ment in our whole country, has been my 
day study and my nightly dream, (I may 
say) for a time amply sufficient to have 
made a wiser head, somewhat profound; 
but as my means of acquiring informa- 
tion, whether from books or experience, 
has been somewhat cramped by “dire 
necessity,” and my ability not as good as 
I would hope it had pleased God to have 
endowed me, I would not therefore, be 
understood to give the impression that! 
think that I am fully competent—only that 
lam _ willing to do my best. 

Southern Farmers have the impression 
that works published north are of no ben- 
efit to them, as they contain no practical 
matter suited to their wants, and that 
northern editors have no feeling in com- 
mon. 

Having made active exertions for years 
to get Farming papers circulated around 
me, and hearing the above often repeat 
ed; I concluded that by my becoming 4 
co-Editor for one, all this objection would 
be nullified, as I purpose giving such prac- 


)] tical detail as is suited to Southerners 
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and as I am a southerner born, raised, ed- 
ucated, having _— much truly, pecuniar- 
ly speaking) all my interest here, all my 
relations, and (except a few whom [ nev- 
er saw) allmy friends. Though in this 
matter, I. wish to be clearly understood, 
though a Southerner by birth,I am an 
American. I would notdesire “my own,my 
native land” the “sunny south,” to flour- 
ish at the expense of the north: I am for 

ricultural reform, and agricultural in- 
dependence if possible, in America, in 
each state, in each county; in each family 
—| want every man to provide for his own 
household, as there are bonds that anite 
usamply sufficient, without those of de- 

ndence or servility. In coming to a 
close, I entreat all will come forward as 
one man, to the aid of Agriculture, assist 
by the aid of your pen, and purse too, if 
need be, some one or more of the various 
papers in our country; be not sectional, 
seize with avidity knowledge, whether it 
come from asage ora fool; and reflect on 
it well, let it come from Mt. Heclas’ fro- 
zen region, or the sunny Isles of the Gulph 
of Mexico. 

And finally accept the services offered, 
sincerely desirous of doing all the good 
in my power. 

Yours fraternally, 
M. W. PHILIPS. 








Culture of Cotton. 


There are many around us, who think, 
the surface culture of cotton, or of crops. 
a new-fangled notion, and scout at the 
idea; all encroachments on established 
usages and customs are received in this ve- 

way. There are others who think it has 

one and will do for the north, but will not 
in the south. 1 will state one circumstance. 
and close by citing one fact. In 1833, (I 
think,) I planted in the same’ field, about 
twenty acres of cotton, as usual, barred 





| 











—— 





as I had been but recently from school—I 
took him in the field to look at it, he ad- 
mitted the unplowed land, was the best 
crop, and had sustained itself the best 
through the season, but could not acconnt 
for it. Now every Gardener knows the 
fact, that his garden returns him a great- 
er income than any other spot he can cul- 
tivate—the plow never enters, nor is the 
earth disturbed two inches, from March 
till July—he cultivates the surface entire, 
having previously spaded deep and ma- 
nured well. Then if this be so, in refer- 
ence to raising vegetables of the top root- 
ed and horizontal rooted families in the 
garden, may it not be well to try it else- 
where? especially as more land can be 
cultivated and kept cleaner. P. 





Mississippi State Agricultural Society. 
Loc Haut, April 17, 1842. 
Mr. C. Foster: 

The Mississippi State Agricultura] So- 
ciety held its spring exhibition on Wed- 
nesday last, (the 13th instant,) in the city 
of Jackson. 

The day, though rather warm, was, on 
the whole, highly favorable, and the meet- 
ing was well attended, with citizens of 
this, Madison and Rankin, with a goodl 
number of really good stock from eac 
of those counties. The Executive Com- 
mittee met eariy in the morning, appoint- 
ed a committee on premiums, (excepting 
for butter, farms, and gardens, ) consisting 
of the Hon. Judge Turner, M. W. Phi- 
lips, and Col. Dabney, with ample power 
to call in whatever aid they would deen 
necessary. 

The committee had too much to do, to 
be able to do full justice: they went to 
work. and I think, gave prett agen, 
satisfaction; at all events, with but one 
or two exceptions, the decisions were 
unanimous, being aided greatly by the 
judgment of Col. Wm. M. Robinson, of 
Hinds, and Mr. H. W. Alsworth, of Madi- 


off, and scraped. ‘lhe subsequent culture, || son—two practical farmers that the com- 


was entirely with the hoe and sweep, the 
latter sierely shaving the surface, proba- 
bly todepth of one half to one inch 
—also three acres, and cultivated as was 
customary, plowing three times and hoe- 
ing—there was buta paih of 18 to 24 
inches dividing, land as near similar as 
could be, only the first piece cleared five 
years and the 2d only two years—there- 
fore the latter should have resisted the 
drouth best. Mr. Wm. Montgome-y, 
My neighbor, a practical farmer of some 
thirty years standing, ridiculed my notion, 
Von. TIT.—15. 











mittee called in. 

I send you the “Southron,” containing 
reports of committees. Besides the arti- 
cles enumerated by committees, the su- 
perintendent of State Penitentiary had 
on the ground a variety of implements 
that the premium committee did not ex- 
amine, deeming it impolitic to examine 
articles made in the Penitentiary, in com- 
petition with our mechanics, and prior to 
the committee getting through, they were 
removed, and I had no opportunity of 
eeeing at all. 
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There was prepared, under the control |] and indeed, had they not, I cannot see any 
of the Society, a dinner in the open air, || impropriety for wives, or daughters, oy 
in the midst of oaks, and all that sort of || sisters, or mothers of farmers, to listen tg 
business. The dinner was got up in|| any address onstock. I have somewhere 
handsome style—but to say, th:t females || read of a young lady, (after my own heart) 
were giving their assistance—and that) “in the absence of her father, accompa. 
Ww. Francis gave his constant attention, || nying a visitor into the stock yard.” 
would be praise sufficient—though that As nothing could be got out of the 
gentleman be a farmer, yet he knows || Col.—no business being before the Socie. 
what is soe I regret there were not)| ty—an adjourned meeting was appointed 
more attended the dinner, particularly, as || to be held Ist Saturday in May—then ad- 
the profits went to the Society—no char- journed until that day. 
ges being made for supplies. A commit-|| ~ Thus ended the first exhibition of the 
tee was appointed to attend to the prepa- |! State Society. May it be the foundation 
ration, &.,—as usual, the energetic had | on which to erect a superstructure that 
to do the work. will do good to man, and honor to the 

In the evening, the Society met, after || cause. As a first one, to new hands, ina 
candle light, in the Theatre, (which was || country where two years since, it was 
kindly opened to the Society on this occa- || thought impossible, all went off bravely; 
sion) for the purpose of hearing the ad-|| giving, I think, (and hope, at least,) gen- 
dresses of Judge Mays, and Col. C. 8. || eral satisfaction. 

Tarpley. There was but one or two seemed to 

The auditory was large, respectable, || care, more than is to be expected, in not 
and attentive—composed of both sexes. || receiving premiums—the writer was one 

The Hon. Judge Mays addressed the || of them—taking with him the Gipsey, 
nine 30 at considerable length, on “the |; out of Oteco, by Long Canoe, conn 
agricultural resources of Mississippi,” the || of that silver cup, having already appro- 
subject given to him by the Society, and oe its resting place on the mantle; 
one requiring more knowledge of the|| but those Allens—a hard name to beat, 
Geological wealth of our State than we || when Berkshires are in question. The fact 
now possess. I am averse to giving any '| is, the owner of Gipsey thought she “ was 
outline of his address, as the Judge has | all my fancy painted her,” but had to ae- 

romised to give the substance, not hav- || knowledge the pork, to Mr. Charles Allen 
ing written any address out. His man-|| of Madison county. His sow was im- 
ner was the very thing, showing the in-|| ported by Messrs. Wait & Bagg; and 
terest he felt, and the desire of imitating || you must know her to be fine, when evea 
ethers in the good cause. The matter || Gipsey had to make way. Charlie A. 
was good, though not as pertinent as one || made a salve that healed all wounds, by 
whose profession and education had been || presenting the owner of G. with the choice 
more adapted, could have given; but the || pig out of the Premium Sow, which was 
zeal he exhibited, and promptness coun-|| done prior to the exhibition; so it was 
terbalanced all deficiencies. well he received the cup, for it would have 


Col. Tarpley, who had received the ap- || been too bad to have taken the cup, and 
pointment, to deliveran address on “stock,” his handsome present both. Gipsey ey 
after having received several deserved raps be proud to rank second—for she can’t be 
across the knuckles from our worthy Presi- || beaten in these parts by another. 
dent, arose——and apologized. Not that|! Maj. J. B. Peyton, of Raymond, sola 
friend Tarpley wanted ability, or that he || his fine boar Prince Albert, also imported 
was not prepared—but—* the place and || by Wait & Baggs, to Col. Richards, of 
time not adapted ;”—“ any other time, || Jackson, for $100, and reserving the right 
happy would he be to indulge the Society || to M. W. P. to breed tohim. Kind—was 
and his own penchant.” The fact is—la- || it not?—but even in addition, presented 
dies were present! Col.! modesty will | M. W. P. the best pig out of his imported 
ruin yeu!! As for myself, I was disap- || sow Victoria. 
pointed. Col. T. is a reading man—a|| The Executive Committee will meet 
practical man—fond of the subject, and the || Ist Saturday in May, to fix the days for 
owner of too good stock, not to have in- || fall fair, and make out a Tariff of pre 
terested the whole auditory. There is |! miums, at which fair you will be expect 
too much fastidiousness on this subject. | ed, especially, as you were—no where, a 
The ladies present, knew what subjects | the past. 
were to be noticed, prior to their coming; || Yours, &c., P. 
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Mississippi State Agricultural Society || 7) the Executive Committee of the Mis- 


Fair. 
Jackson, 13th April, 1842. 


In accordance with the appointment of 
its Executive Committee, this Society met 
at ll o’clock A. M., in a grove in the 
southern portion of town and was called 
to order by the President. Having ex- 
plained its principles and objects, and con- 

ratulated those present on account of 
the interest which seemed from the cir- 
cumstances by which they were then sur- 
rounded, to be awakened in the cause of 
Agriculture, the President gave some di- 
rections to owners of stock and others in- 
terested as competitors for premiums, how 
to proceed, and adjourned the meeting un- 
til evening, for the purpose of allowing 
the premium committees, previously ap- 
pointed by the Executive Committee to 
examine the stock, farming implements 
and other articles, submitted for their 
awards. 

In the evening the Society met in the 
Theatre, and was a heaaoy [us the Hon. 
Dan’l Mayes, upon the agricultural re- 
sources of Mississippi. 

On motion of Mr. Wm. Yerger, 

Resolved, That the thanks of this so- 
ciety be rendered to Judge Mayes for his 
address, and that he be requested to fur- 
nish a copy or an abstract thereol, for 
publication in the “South Western Far- 
mer.” 

Judge Mayes consented. 

Resolved, That the Society now ad- 


ere to meet again the lst Monday of 


ay next. 
PRYOR LEA, Pres’t. 
J.S. Cores, Rec. Sec’y. 


Executive Committee of the Mississippi 
State Agricultural Society. 


Jackson, 14th April. 1842. 

Present, Messrs. Rucks, Elliot, Tarpley, 
Peyton, Ricks, Rives, Phillips and Copes. 

Resolved, That Dr. S. C. Farrar hav- 
ing resigned his seat as a member of 
this Committee, A. L. Dabney, Esq., be 
appointed in his stead. 

Mr. Dabney being requested, took his 
seat accordingly. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Com- 
mittee be respectfully tendered to Mrs. 
Stith, for the valuable and timely aid af- 
forded by hér to the Committee of Ar- 
rangements, in preparing the entertain- 
ment on the day of the fair. 

The following reports’ of Premium 
Committees were received and adopted : 








sissippt State Agricultural Society : 


The undersigned, “appointed judges 
of premiums” to be awarded to owners 
of etock and certain other articles exhib- 
ited at the Spring Fair do respectfully 
submit the following report: 


, Having examined each article coming 
within the limits assigned us, we hereby 
award 

To S.*C. Tarpley, of Hinds, for his 
stallion Gloster, a silver cup. 

To Enoch Rose, of Madison, for his 
stallion, Jim Polk, a certificate. 

To Enoch Rose, of Madison, for his 
brood mare, a silver cup. 

To R. 8. . Anderson, of Hinds, for his 
brood mare, a certificate. 

To W. H. Batte, of Rankin, for his best 
stallion colt, a silver cup. 

To Joseph Stevens, of Rankin, for the 
best filly, a certificate. 

Wm. Francis, of Hinds, for the best 
aged bull. a silver cup. 

To C. 8S. Tarpley, of Hinds, for 2d best 
aged bull, a certificate. 

To Rucks & Yerger, of Hinds, for best 
young bull, a silver cup. 

To Benjamin 8S. Ricks, of Madison, 
best bull calf. a certificate. 

To C. S. Tarpley, of Hinds, for best 
milch cow, a silver cup. 

ToJames Elliot, of Hinds, for best boar 
a silver cup. 

To J. B. Peyton, of Hinds, for 2d best 
boar, a certificate. 

To Moor & North of Hinds, for best 
young boar, a certificate. 

To Charles Allen, of Madison, for best 
sow, a silver cup. 

To M. W. Philips, of Hinds, for 2d best 
sow, a certificate. 

To Benj. Ricks,-of Madison, for best 
sow and pigs, a silver cup. 

To J. T. Johnson. of Madison, for best 
pair of pigs, a certificate. 

To C. S. Tarplev, of Hinds, for best 
ram, asilver cup. 

To C. S. Tarpley, of Hinds, for best 
ewe, a certificate. 

To John Spence, of Hinds, for best 

lough, a silver cup. 

fo J.S. Copes, of Hinds, for best culti- 
vator, a silver cup. 

There were also exhibited other am- 
mals, of which the committee take great 
pleasure insaying they were worthy of 
being shown, both on account of the cred- 
it they did their owners, and the cheering 
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indications they give of an awakening 
among our citizens totheir true interests. 
Among others we would specially com- 
mend Mr. James Elliot’s stallion Tarquin, 
by imported Luzborough—Mr. Allen Har- 
rison’s stallion Thomas H. Benton, Mr. 
Fergus Russel’s stallion Yemen, and Mr. 
Enoch Rose’s young horse colt Arab. 
Messrs. Rucks & Yerger besides their 
premium bull, had on the ground several 
other thorough bred and very fine cattle. 
Mr. B. S. Ricks of Madison, had others 
ag fine, and of great beauty and prom- 
ise. Col. Tarpley had a choice heifer 
calf out of his premium cow. The 
show of hogs was highly gratfying, both 
as to numbers and appearance. Messrs. 
Moore & North’s sow, though too young 
to compete with those that took the pre- 
miums, is perhaps unsurpassed by any of 
her age. Mr. Elliot had sows which 





would be admired as specimens of the 
improved Berkshire race by any one 
who was a judge of the stock. Besides | 





and Mrs. Christmas, of Madison, as next 
entitled to preference. 
Respectfully, 
A. L. DABNEY, 
WM. M. RIVES, 
D. W. HALEY. 
Com. on Butter, 

The undersigned, appointed by the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the State Agricul. 
tural Soviety of Mississippi to examine 
certain articles of manufacture on which 
no premium had been named to be award- 
ed, beg leave briefly to report: That it 
was with no ordinary degree of satisfac- 
tion that Mr. Smith Taylor's patent Stock 
and Dies for cutting screws, came under 
their notice. This admirable piece of 
mechanism appears to them accurately 
constructed, and displays much mechanj- 
cal skill on the part of Mr. Taylor. 

Mr. H. B. Evans’ Bear and Wolf Trap 
and Rogue Catcher displays much inge- 
nuity on the part of Mr. "etn as a me- 
chanic, and probably in some sections of 


these, the young boar of Mr. AI- | our State might be advantageously used 


len, of Madison, and other pigs of 
from two to five months old, exhibited the 
rapidity with which this popular breed of 
hogs come to maturity. 





We regret that there was no exhibition 
of native mules or milch cows. We 
should have been more highly gratified 
had a greater display of farming imple- 
ments been made; and as one means of 
encouraging those who did, and stimula- 
ting those who did not, exhibit, we take 
occasion to recommend Mr. Bolls, of War- 
ren as a manufacturer of ploughs; those 
exhibited by him at this fair though they 
failed of the silver cup, being deemed 
well worth a second premium, had any 
been allotted. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

EDW’D. TURNER, 

M. W. PHILIPS, 

THO’S 8S. DABNEY, 

A. G. ALSWORTH, 

WM. M. ROBINSON, 
Committee. 


The Committee on Butter reported, and 
their report is as follows : 


Thirteen specimens of butter were ex- 
hibited, the greater part very fine. Some 
difficulty of course was felt in giving to 
any one of them a decided preference 
overall the others. The committee, how- 
ever, rau.er preferred a specimen of ten 





and a quarter pounds exhibited by Mrs. 
H. W. Alsworth, of Madison. and place 
specimens shown by Mrs. Hall of Hinds, 





for the purposes intended. 

The Saadys and Gentleman’s Saddles, 
exhibited by Mr. Sizer, are highly credit- 
able to him as a finished workman; and 
as such articles enter largely into the 
uses of the people of this State, we can- 
not too highly recommend Mr. Sizer to 
the notice of persons wanting such, in- 
stead of sending their money out of the 
State, to encourage the mechanics of oth- 
er States and to the detriment of our own. 

Mr. Smith’s Portable Shower Bath Fix- 
ture came next under our notice, and we 
give it as our opinion that where such 
baths are requisite, few contrivances could 
be more judiciously arranged for facility 
and convenience. 

Mr. Bolls’ Rack and Pinion Cotton 
Press (model,) appears to us to combine 
much power and convenience, and would 
expedite the important operation of baling 
cotton. Lespectiully, 

JAMES E. WHITE, 
A. A. CATLETT, 
BENJ. ALBERTSON, Committee. 

The committee on farms and gardens 
did not report. on account of time neces 
sary to examine those entered. 

Denteed That the Executive Commit 
tee meet in Jackson in the room appro 
priated by the Legislature to the Missi 
sippi State Agricultural Society, the first 
Saturday of May ensuing. 

On motion, adjourned. 

JAMES BUCKS, Cla. 

J. S. Cores, Rec. Sec’y. 
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Fair of the Agricultural, Horticultural 
and Botanical Society of Jefferson 
College. 

Wasaincton, Miss., April 29, 1842. 

The Agricultural, ‘Horticultural and 
Botanical Society of Jefferson College 
met this day pursuant to adjournment; the 
President, B. L. C. Wailes, in the chair. 

After the minutes of the last meeting 
were read, the President, in compliance 
with a provision of the Constitution, de- 
livered his annual address before the So- 
ciety and a numerous assemblage of la- 
dies and gentlemen. 

Reports from the different committees 
being called for, Mr. J. S. Johnson, chair- 
man of the committee appointed to visit 
and examine plantations, made the follow- 
ing, which on motion was received, and 
ordered to be spread on the minutes. 


Report of the Committee on Plantations. 
r. President—The committee ap- 
inted to examine plantations have per- 
a that duty, and instruct me to report, 
That owing to the backwardness of. most 
of our planters in coming forward and 
offering their places for i ep the 
commitiee’s operations have been confin- 
ed to a comparatively small field of obser- 
vations. Believing that a general unwil- 
lingness to exhibit their plantations, man- 
ifested by our agricultural brethren, aM 
ceeds in a great part from a prevalent 
misapprehension of our purposes, and 
povnied that some persons, at least, are 
eterred from competition in this interest- 
ing department by mistaken views of the 
objects proposed, your committee beg to 
be indulged in this place with a few pre- 
liminary remarks designed to combat 
such erroneous impressions, and to set the 
public mind right in a matter wherein it is 
clearly wrong. The prevalent error to 
which we allude, appears to be that many 
of our planters do not consider their farms 
worthy to be exhibited in comparison or 
competition with the farms of others, un- 
less they are prepared to show improve- 
ments equally elegant, costly and exten- 
sive with those which some of their more 
opulent neighbors can display. They 
seem afraid to exhibit their 2 LE, be- 
cause the quality of their land is not so 
fine—because itis not so beautifully or 
eligibly situated, or because the magni- 
tude of their planting operations is not so 
great as thatof others. They seem to us 
to regard splendid possessions—superb || 











fixtures—magnificent and showy improve- | 

ments as alone or principally entitled to | 

Notice, and as essential to obtain the hon- || 
lo* 
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ors and secure the premiums of this soci- 
ety. Now all this the committee do not 
hesitate to say is wrong, and to proceed 
from mistaken views of the objects con- 
templated in raising thiscommittee. The 
design of the Society in appointing a 
commission for inspection like this, is not 
to ascertain who amongst us is the propri- 
etor of the largest and finest estates— who 
possesses the most magnificent buildings ; 
who the most splendid and costly estab- 
lishment—who raises the greatest num- 
ber of cotton bales or works the largest 
number of hands. Weall know there are 
many who can boast of all these and yet 
possess none of the qualifications of good 
practical planters, and their plantations 
are sadly deficient in the chief constitu- 
ents of good husbandry. But the object 
of appointing this committee is to aflord 
an opportunity to any of our planters who 
have any thing on their places which they 
consider of rare or superior excellence in 
its line, and which it is impracticable or 
inconvenient to transport to our fairs for 
public exhibition, to have such article pri- 
vately examined by competent persons, 
its qualities canvassed and discussed, and 
its merits or advantages, whatever they 
may be, fairly presented to the public 
view, through the medium of an impar- 
tial report. Nor does it matter, whether 
the article exhibited be on a large or 
small scale—whether it be a plantation 
containing many thousands, or only a 
few hundreds of acres—or whether it 
be only an rs a. to either. Every 
thing properly pertaining to the business 
of a planter we consider a legitimate sub- 
ject for the inspection of this committee; 
a new and useful machine—an improved 
gin or cotton press—a well arranged and 
profitable dairy—a well cultivated field of 
corn or cotton—an excellent garden or 
orchard—a fine flock of sheep, or cattle 
or swine—a valuable invention or discov- 
ery—a useful implement which facilitates 
or cheapens labor, or in any way advan- 
ces the great end and aim of all our toil, 
viz: increase of profit. All these we say, 
and many more we have not time to enu- 
merate, are matters which deserve, and 
which will receive either separately or col- 
lectively, the attention of this committee 
when offered fortheir inspection. Those in- 
dividuals who are employed in cultivating 
thin and impoverished soils, and who hold 
back from exhibiting their places because 
they cannot display such fat and fertile lands 
asothers, who, with less labor and expense, 
reap their annual, and almost spontaneous 
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products from fields of virgin freshness, 
do not sufficiently consider that the high- 
est meed of praise and honor this Socie- 
can confer, is eminently due to the meri- 
torious and enterprising planter, who by 
judicious cultivation, wise management 
and a successful application of labor and 
skill combined, reclaims and improves his 
exhausted farm, and at the same time 
that he increases its productiveness enhan- 
ces its value. If, then, any of our plant- 
ers think they can surpass others in the 
general mode and style of their cultiva- 
tion—in their mode of treating and im- 
proving their lands—in the general condi- 
tionand improvement of their stock—in the 
order and discipline of their establishments 
—in the proportionate quantum of provis- 
ions and plantation supplies produced by 
them—in the quantity and variety of ma- 
nures made and applied by them—if, in short, 
they have any thing about their premises 
that indicates on their part superior man- 
agement—greater skill—more economy 
—-more system, anda more philosophic 
and practical application of the principles 
of agriculture and the rules of good hus- 
bandry, than others, no matter how plain, 
or to use a yee tor expressive planta- 
tion phrase, how espun it may be or 
appear, the Society desires an opportuni- 
ty to encourage and reward it, as a means 
of stimulating others to emulate the good 
example. This is one of the main objects 
to be achieved by the formation of Agri- 
cultural associations. It is to collect and 
call forth facts—to investigate and em- 
—- useful results atlecting the great and 
vital interests of agriculture—to take that 
knowledge—that experience so necessa- 
ry to success in the business, out of the 
hands of the few and distribute it amongst 
the many—to confer on each the knowl- 
edge and experience of all, and on all the 
experience and information of each. By 
such an agency sound principles—appro- 
ved systems—successful experiments— 
scientific discoveries, being cheaply and 
speedily disseminated. become soon onan 
—and generally understood and practis- 
ed. Ina word, whatever uselul discovery 
or commendable practice is made or adop- 
ted by one, immediately becomes the 
common preperty of all, and the commu- 





nity and the country reap the benefit of 
its diffusion. The committee forbear to 
say more on this subject—they ask indul- 
gence for having said so much, but think | 
they eould seareely be justified 1a saying | 
less—their only object being to refute, 
what they conceive to be a popular and | 


“ae = 
pernicious error amongst our planters jy 
regard to the objects proposed. 

n proceeding to give an account of 
their doings, the committee would expresg 
their high satisfaction with the spirited 
manner in which a few of our enterprisj 
and zealous fellow-citizens have come for. 
ward and submitted their places to jp. 
spection. Taking them in the order in 
which | were visited, the first of 
these is Mr. William H. Dunbar, of 
Adams county. The plantation of this 
gentleman, situated eight miles east of 
Natchez, consists of broken up-land— 
From his charming and picturesque regj- 
dence atan elevation of 400 feet above 
the level of the blutf at Natchez the city 
can be plainly seen with the unassisted 
eye. His dwelling house and appendages 
eminently combine utility, neatness and 
beauty, and the committee feel fully justi- 
fied in speaking of them both as to their 
quality and the judgement and taste dis- 
played in their construction, in terms of 
unqualified commendation. His cotton 
gin and grist mill in separate build- 
ings are spacious and well arranged, and 
Boll’s patent cotton press attached to the 
former deserves particular notice as a val- 
uable improvement therein. The plan- 
tation, fences and crops of cotton and 
corn afford ample evidence of judicious 
cultivation, and of a well managed estab- 
lishment throughout. 

The next place viewed by the Com- 
mittee was Mr. John Robson’s plantation 
in Adams county, situated ten miles 
east of Natchez. It consists of broken 
upland. The plantation is judiciously ar- 
ranged & cultivated, the fields martes fe 
vided, and the crops seasonably varied and 
attended. Mr. Robson raised last year, 
and has now on hand an abundance of 
grain and hay, a single field of 80 acres in 
oats, and extensive enclosures of cane 
affording abundant pasturage for stock. 
His teams and plantation tools and imple- 
ments are very good, his negro houses 
comfortable and remarkable for cleanliness 
and neatness, his negroes well clothed 
and apparently well fed and happy, and 
his quarters abound in a great number of 
fine healthy looking negro children. He 
has, at this time, growing and bearing 
fruit, the English Walnut and soft shelled 
Almond trees. He attends to the nurture 
of bees and hasat this time a number o 
hives, well contrived for raising and se- 
evring honey. 
The next gentleman whose premises 
came under the view of the committee, 1s 
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Mr. Walter Irvine, likewise of Adams 
County. Mr. Irvine’s plantation lies about 
twelve miles North East of Natchez, near 
the village of Selser-town, and embraces 
the large and ancient Indian Mound near 
that place so famous for its gigantic di- 
mensions. Mr. Irvine had invited the 
commttee principally to examine the 
rformance of one of Page’s Patent 
rtable sawmills, recently erected and 
putin operation by him, but after examin- 
ing the mill, he politely afforded us an 
inspection of his premises and crop. We 
saw much to admire in the general man- 
agement of the place, and were particu- 
larly struck with the unusual forwardness 
of the crop as well as of the work. A large 
crop of very fine, forward and promising | 
sweet potatoes of the best kind and qual- 
ity, constituted a special attraction. The 
examination of the saw- mill, (an invention 
never seen before by any member of the | 
committee) resulted much to their gratifica- 
tion. [t wil] not be expected for us to furnish 
any minute description of the machine— 
we are not mechanics and will, therefore, 
only venture to speak of it in reference to_ 
its performance. On this occasion it was | 
propelled by five horses, awkward and un- 
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accustomed to the draught and was driv- | 
en by asingle hand. The stock on which | 
itoperated measured 16 feet 8 inches in 
length, by 14 inches. Propelled in brisk | 
time the sawing of a plank of the above | 
dimensions oecupied only four minutes. 
The motion of the saw, during the oper- 
ation, ~ eta regular and steady, and 
the plank was remarkable for evenness. 
We feel incompetent to speak of the mer- 
its of this mill, but would advise persons 
wishing to make experiments with one of | 
this description, to visit it and satisfy | 
themselves by personal inspection. Its | 
capacity to saw well and rapidly, timber | 
of the dimensions above stated, we con- 
sider adequately tested and proved. Mr. | 
Irvine has been the first, as far as we are | 





informed, of our enterprising planters to | 
patronize and introduce the machine 
amongst us—he expresses himself fully 
satisfied with its performance and we) 
would respectfully reter our brother plan- 
ters and others wanting such a mill to its 

lite proprietor for any more special in- 
ormation concerning it. 


The committee passed by invitation, 
from Mr. Irvine’s to the adjoining planta- 
tion of Mr. James Archer in Jeflerson 
county. Mr. Archer’s plantation consists, 
like all the others previously viewed of bro- 
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ing his stock are extensive, and his 
tures of fine quality. His crop, though 
young, is decidedly promising, and indi- 
cates good culture for the season. This 
plantation is so divided as to admit of 
frequent rotation of crops—the crop of 
grain bearing a judicious and liberal pro- 
ope to the cotton in cultivation. His 

arn and cribs exhibit signs of abundance 
and the condition of the horses, hogs and 
other stock testify to the good feeding 
and kind treatment they receive. In the 
domestic department, and in all pertaining 
to it, the committee were highly gratified 
with what they saw—abundance, econo- 
my, comfort, neatness, and taste were 
every where manifest. The gardens, the 
smokehouse, the cellar, the dairy, the pan- 
try were all full of their appropriate tur- 
niture and all evinced the personal atten- 
tion and superintending care of that best 
and brightest of household divinities. (the 
presiding genius of homes) a domestic 
and industrious wife. The committee do 
not wish to discriminate, or draw any com- 
parison between the plantations of the 
above mentioned gentlemen—but recom- 
mend that to each be awarded a_lough 
of the most approved construction, as a 
premium of the society for a well-man- 
aged plantation. 

Jas. 8S. Jounston, Chair man. 


After the reading of the repor:, the 
President gave notice, that any essuys or 
other communications upon auy of the sub- 
jects embraced by the objects of the so- 
ciety, would be listened to with pleasure 
by the society at this or any future time. 

Dr. Joseph Mitchell of Washington, 
then read an essay upon a subject con- 
nected with horticulture, a copy of which 
was requested for pubiication. 

The Standing Committees for the en- 
suing year, were then announced, and con- 
sist of the following gentlemen: 


Committee of Arrangements.—J. W. 


| Bryan, L. C. Wilkinson, B. A. Alderson, 


Wm. H. Dunbar, Wm. B. Oits. 

Committee for visiting Plantations.— 
James 8. Johnston, A. C. Henderson, Jas. 
Railey, Wm. H. Dunbar, 8S. K. Mont- 
gomery. 

Committee on Agricultural Premiums.— 
A L. Bingaman, Wm. St. John Elliott, 
Alex. Young, B. O. Smith. J. P. Walwoth. 

Committee on Horticultural Premiums. 
Wm. Bisland, Wm. J. Ferguson, White 
Turpin, Chas. Shelden, J. Beaumont. 

Committee on College Grounds.—Isaac 
Dunbar, E. L. Wailes, Thos. W. New- 








ken up-land. His arrangements for pastur- 
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c——— 


Sus ComMIrTrTeeEs. 


On Horses and Mules.—John G. Flem- | 


ing, Allen Davis, Tobias Gibson. 

On Cattle-—Chas. Knight, Richard El- 
lis, A. L. Bingaman. 

On Hogs.—S. W. Warren, B. O. Smith, 
Simon Murchison. 

On Sheep.—Peter Rucker, Thos. Bar- 
nard, Ro. McCullough. 

Agricultural Implements, Machinery 
and Manufactures.—John Robson, Robert 
Bradley, F. Newcomb. 

Agricultural Productions.--David Stan- 
ton, D. P. Jackson, Walter Irvine. 

Joint Committee on Needle-work.—La- 
dies, Mrs. Mary L. Walton, Mrs. Railey, 
Mrs. Ker; gentlemen, Wm. P. Mellen, 
Dr. Jno. Ker, J. N. Helm. 

Mr. B. M. Drake offered the following 
resolution which was unanimously adopted. 


Resolved, That the Treasurer of the 
Society be “prone a Committee to re- 
quest of the President a copy of his ad- 
dress, just delivered, for publication in 
ta hlet form, and that he cause two 

undred and fifty copies of the same to be 
printed and circulated, with the constitu- 
tion of the society annexed. 

Mr. J. S. Johnston offered the following 
resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That in pursuance of the 
recommendation of the Committee on 
Plantations, that a plough of an improved 
construction be awarded to Mr. Wm. H. 
Dunbar, Mr. Jno. Robson, Mr. Walter 
Irvine, and Mr. James Archer, each; the 
Treasurer of the Society be requested to 
procure four ploughs of the above char- 
acter, and keep them subject to the order 
of said persons. 


The society then took a recess until 4 | 
o’clock, to give the different committees | 
an opportunity to perform their several | 


duties and prepare their reports. 

Four o'clock, P. M.—The society was 
called to order. 
man of the Committee on Horticultural 
Premiums, made the following report, 
which was received and ordered to be 
spread upon the minutes: 


Report.—That they have performed 
the duty assigned them, and recommend 
that premiums be awarded as follows: 

First—To Mrs. Eliza C. Wood, for a 
collection of the Cactus, Cereus, Camellia 
Japonnica, Tradescantia biscolor, &c. 

Second—To Mrs. Matilda Railey, fora 
collection of Cactuses, Cereus, Berchilla 
capensis, &c. 

hird—To Mr. P. Bennis, for a Cactus 
communis. 





Mr. Wm. Bisiand, chair- | 





j 
{ 
| 








| 





For Boquets, as follows: 

First—To Mrs. Matilda Railey, for g 
Boquet of Roses, all of which were very 
rare and beautiful. 

Second—To Mrs. Eliza C. Wood, for 
a Pyramid Boquet, displaying great taste 
and ingenuity, and presented decided} 
the finest appearance of any thing exhj}. 
ited to them. 

Third—To Mrs. Margaret Smith, fora 
Boquet of rare and very beautiful flowers, 

In conclusion, the committee regret that 
owing to the disarrangement of the diffe. 
rent plants, boquets, &c., there were no 
doubt some not presented for their inspec. 
tion, upon whose merits they were unable 
to decide; and recommend that all future 
exhibitions, each person shall be request- 
ed to label and vhace to themselves, such 
articles as they may wish to exhibit; in 
doing which, the committee will, at all 
times, take pleasure in assisting and di- 
recting them. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Ws. Bistanp, Chairman. 


Mr. Mellen, of the Joint Committee on 
Needle-work, made the following report, 
which was received and ordered to be 
spread upon the minutes: 

The Joint Committee on articles of 
Needle-work, beg leave to make the fol- 
lowing report: 

The Joint Committee on Needle-work, 
while they regret that the articles present- 
ed for examination were but few, they 
take pleasure in stating, that those few 
were worthy of all praise. The first 
which they shall notice, are two pocket 
handkerchiefs, wrought by Miss Forsyth. 
The borders were of revien work, trim- 
med with lace; they were very beautiful. 
To this voung lady, the committee recom- 
mend the award of a certificate, for the 


| best specimen; and for an elegant speci 


men of hem-stitching, the committee have 
awarded a certificate to Miss Lucy A. 
Bryant. 

For the best specimen of worsted work, 
consisting of four embossed chair covers, 
the first premium was awarded to Mrs. A. 
D. Winn. These were very fine and 
beautiful. 

The second premium to Miss Sarah 
Bryan, for a very neat pin-cushion. 

Two pair of suspenders, elegantly 
wrought, were presented. One pair by 
Miss McCaleb, aged nine years ; the other 
by Miss Baughan, aged twelve years; 
and so nearly equal were the articles in 
beauty of workmanship, the committee 
were unable to decide between them ; but 


—— . 
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Jefferson College 
in consideration of the difference of the 
3 of the young ladies, the first premi- 
was awarded to Miss McCaleb, the 
nd to Miss Baughan. 

There were several articles of clothing 
resented, which however were not pre- 
ed for exhibition, and though exhibit 
some skill and neatness, in stitching, 

et did not come quite up to that standard 
, which a certificate should be awarded. 
There were some rich specimens of 
worsted work presented by Miss Jane 
Flintorf and Miss Emeline Robson, which 


um 





the committee regret were not presented | 
in time for exhibition, yet recommend that 
the certificate of the society be awarded | 
to those young ladies. ; 

In closing their report, the committee 
cherish a hope, that while they express 
their high gratification which the exhi- 
bition of to-day has given them, at the 
next exhibition, a larger number of spe- 
cimens will be offered for examination, 
particularly in the more useful depart- 


ments of needle-work. 





Mary Ker, 3 
Mary L. WALTON, 2 
Mrs. Ral Ley, = 
Joun Ker, = 
J. N. Hew, 8 


Wm. P. Metten, J 


On motion of James S. Johnston, the 
first article of the constitution, requiring | 
the election of members by ballot, was | 
suspended, and the following gentlemen | 
were elected members of this society: | 

James G. Carson, John Ker. Eli Mont-| 
gomery, John N. Helm, Charles Whit- | 
more, H. S. Holton, John MeDonali, | 
Henry Tooley, T. Pitcher, John William | 
son, Isaiah Gale, John F. Gillespie, Ar- 
thur Brown, Fred. S. McCrery. Stephen | 
Knowlton, L. H. Thistle, J. M. Batchelor, | 
8.G. Risk, James J. Bard, Jos. H. Win-' 
ston, Simeon L. Gibson, R.C. King, H. 
A, Garrett, C. T. Leggett, Wm. New-. 
man, Thos. Affleck, C. L. Dubuisson, Thos. | 
Armat, B. B. Ellis, S. B. Newman, J. F. 
Roach, O. Metcalf, L. M. Patterson, Abi- 
jah Hunt. 

Col. Bingaman offered the following 
resolution, which was adopted : 


Resolved, That with the consent of the 
Trustees of Jefferson Coliege, the Society 
call on its members to furnish by individ- 
val contribution, a sum sufficient to build 
na site adjacent to the College spring, 
ashed uf sufficient capacity for the ac- 
tommodation of stock, &c.; also, that 
manual labor, at the rate of one dollar 








that purpose, and that it shall be the duty 
of the Committee of Arrangements to 
carry into effect the objects of said reso- 
lutions. 

Mr. Wm. J. Minor offered the following 


resolution, which was adopted : 


Resolved, That this society recommend 
to the notice and patronage of the society 
and the public generally, “ The Southern 
Planter,” published by Mr. S. E. Bailey, 
of Natchez. 

Mr. Win. H. Dunbar offered the follow- 
ing resolution, which was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ar- 
rangements having been unexpectedly de- 
prived of the use of the College grounds 
for the exhibition, this society desire to 
acknowledge its obligations to Eo, Wailes, 


| for the polite and generous offer of his 


house and grounds, and most cheerfully 
tender him our thanks for the same. 

Before the adjournment of the society, 
Mr. William Gyles was called on by the 
ladies, through the President, and made 
a most beautiful and appropriate address, 
which was loudly applauded, and the 
thanks of the society tendered him. 

Mr. Joseph Dunbar offered his resigna- 
tion of first Vice President, in consequence 
of being called to preside over a similar 
society in an adjoining county, which was 
accepted. 

On motion. the society adjourned until 
Saturday morning. 


Saturday morning, April 30.—Mr. Jo- 
seph Dunbar, chairman of the Committee 
on Agricultural Premiums, made his re- 
port. 

The Committee on Agricultural Premi- 
ums respectfully report, that they have 
viewed with much pleasure, the agricul- 
tural implements and productions, and the 
machinery exhibited, and recommend that 
the award of the several sub-Committees, 


| to whom their particular examination was 


committed, be confirmed, and that the cer- 
tificates of the society be issued accord- 
ingly. 
Horses. 
ist, To Mr. Allen Davis, for his ch. 
stal., Tishemingo., 


2d, To Wm. J Minor, imp. Doncaster, 


Brood Mares. 
Ist, To J. Fulton, for ch. m. Cornelia, 
by John Randolph. 
2d, To A. Hoggatt, b. m. Sarah Har- 
den, dam by Gracchus. 


Sucklings. 
Ist, Thomas Hall’s ch. c. by Doncas- 








Per day, be received instead of cash for 


ter, dam by Whip. 
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“2A, Joseph H. Winston’s b. f. Penelope | 


ayne, by Tuscahoma, dam by Mer- 
cury. 
Yearlings. 
Ist, A. Hoggatt’s , by Marshal Ney, 
Two Year Olds. 
ist, Col. A. L. Bingamin’s ch. Charles 
O’Malley, by Glencoe, dam Angora. 
2d, White .Turpin’s ch. f. Charlotte 
Claiborne, by Tuscahoma, dam Vir- 
ginia mare. 
Three Year Olds. 
Ist, To Wm. J. Minor’s ch. Falcon, by 
Woodpecker, dam by Ophelia. 
2d, To p. Hoggatt’s ch. “Stray,” by 
Philip, dam by Pacific. 
Saddle Horses. 
To Thomas Hall, for Teamster. 


Jacks. 
ist, To N. Hoggatt, for 2 y. 0. Maltese 


Jack. 
2d, To Isaac R. Wade, for Jack 5 years 


old. 
Cattle. 
1st, To Thomas Hall, for his bull Beltz- 
hover. 
2d, To Samuel Chamberlain. 
3d, To J. W. Bryan, for Coronet, (pro- 
petry of C. Foster.) 
Cows. 
1st, To Thomas Hall, for his cow Ca- 


melia. 
2d, To do do do Patsey. 
3d, To Samuel Chamberlain. 








Bull Calves. 
1st, To Thomas Hall, for Raleigh. 
2d, do for Nick Biddle. 


Hevfers. 
Ist, To Jeseph Dunbar, for Nancy. 
21, To D. P. Jackson, for Jane. 


Hogs. 

To Thomas Hall, for his biack Berkshire, Tam O’- 
Shanter. 

To Thomas Hall, for his imp. Neopolitan. 

To DP. Jackson, fur his black Berkshire boar, 8 
months old. 

To thomas Hall, for his white Berkshire, ‘ Black 
Eyed Susan,’ imp. 

To Ww m. H. Dunbar, for his sow No-Bone and Calcut- 
ta, 3 months old. 

Thos. Hall’s Bet, “ No-Bone,” and six pigs. 

Thos. Hall’s black Berkshire sow and ten pigs. 

Jno. W. Bryan’s sow Victory, 9 mo. old, 261 lbs. 

Jos. H. Winston’s white sow, English and Calcutta. 

Wm. J. Minor’s white sow, 2 years old, with four 
pigs, imported. 


ep. 
To Thomas Hall, for his imp. Southdown ram. 
To do do Dishly ram. 
To B. L. C. Wailes for 2 Saxony Merino rams. 
To do fora half bluod Bakewell ram. 
To do for a pen of 20 ewesand lambs 
of Saxony Merinoes. 


Agricultural Productions — Wine. 

To Mr Isaac Dunbar, for specimens of white and red 
wine, the produce of his vineyard, and manufac- 
tured by himself in 1841, several boules of which 
were tested by competent judges, and pronounced 


Silk Worms and Cocoons. 

To Miss Ellen Wailes. 

To Thomas Hall tor specimens of South 
o Thomas Hall tor specimens of wool of S 
down and Dishly sheep. - 

Bacon. 

To Robert Y. Wood, for several Bacon Hams cureg 
in 1825, by Col. James G. Wood of Jefferson county 
being 17 years old, and perfectly sound and sweet, 

To Jno. Robson, for a very fine sugar cured ham. 
An iron plough was also exhibited by Mr. D. Durond 
manufactured in Natchez. Its construction combines 
lightness and durability, and the facility with which it 
may be used with the bar shear, shovel or coulter, pa. 
commends it as a very convenient and efficient imple. 
ment. 

The committee also viewed two ploughs, manufac. 

tured by G. M. Bolls, of Mt. Auburn, Warren county 

Mississippi, which were highiy pages of, and which 

your committee recommend to the attention of plant. 

ers. Mr. Bollsalso exhibited a neat model of his hori. 
zontal cotton =e One of those presses is in uge 

a meinber of this Society, who is much pleased with it, 

In addition, your committee recommend that the 

Treasurer be auth rized to procure at the end of the 

year, ten copies of the Western Farmer and Gardeyer. 

and ten copies of the Southern Planter, published in 

Natchez, to embrace the present volume of those wor 

and cause them to be suitably bound for distribution, ag 

premiums by the Society. : 

Believing that there are many persons favorable to 

the objects of the Society, and desirous of contributing 

to its success, and promoting its usefulness, your com. 
mittee would suggest the appointment to solicit the 
offer as premiums of agricultural works, implements 
or machinery, or to collect subscriptions to be appro- 
priated to that object. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jo. Dunsar, Chairman. 

Mr. Geo. Newman handed in his resignation as a 

member of the Society, which was accepted. 

On motion of Col. Wilkinson, the Ist article of the 

constitution was suspended, and the following gentle. 

men were elected: Mr. Isaac R. Wade, Robert Malloy, 
and S. C. Cox. 

On motion, it was 
Resolved, ‘That the President be requested to a 
— one or more persons to deliver agricultural ad- 
resses at future meetings of the Society. 
Whereupon, the President appoinied Col. J. F. H. 
Claiborne to deliver on address on the second Saturda 
in July, and Mr JamesS Johnston to deliver an aé- 
dress on the last Friday in Ocwber next. 

The following resolution was adupted : 

Resolved, That in pursuance of the resommenda- 

tion of the Committee on Agricultural Prewiums, 

Messrs. Jas. S. Johnston, P. Hoggatt, Jno. Ker, Jno. F. 

Gillaspie and H. Tooley, te, and they are hereby con- 

stituted a committee, to solicit the offer of individual 

premiums, and that said committee report the result 
the next meeting of the Society. 

Mr. Wm. H. Dunbar offered the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society are here- 
by tendered to the trustees of the Methodist Church, 
fur the use of their edifice. 

Resolved, That the Treasurer is hereby authorized 
topay all expenses incurred by the commitiee of al 
rangements, on presentation of an order signed by the 
chairman of the committee. 

Which were adoptec. ' 

The society then proceeded to ballot for a Vice-Prest- 
dent to supply the place of Mr. Joseph Dunbar, and 00 
counting the votes, Mr. John W. Bryan was found to 
be duly elected. 

The following resolution was offered by Col John- 
son, ar.d adopted : 

Resolv. d, That we hail with pleasure the recent es 
tablishment of an Agricultural Associaiiwn In the 
neighbouring county of Jetferson, under auspice? which 
leave us no rvom to doubt the success of their infant 
enterprise; and that we bid them a hearty God speed, 
and invite their active co-operation im the promotion 
of objects equaliy d: ar and interesting tousall. _ 

On motion of the Society, then adjourned until the 


next regular meeting in July. ; 
ce 'B. L. ©, WAILBS, Prost 








as favorable specimens for the age. 


J J.C. Inox, Secretary. 
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EDITORIAL. 


The Farmer’s true Position. 


To the farming community : 

jt is part of our compact with our sub- 
scribers not to talk politics; and we be- 
lieve we shall not overstep our bounds in 
the following observations. The pres- 
sure of the times is such, that we feel 
compelled to notice it; and our sole ob- 
ject is to state a few circumstances which 
we deem worthy the attention of the farm- 
ers of the country. It is not only an ax- 
jom in political economy, but is self-evi- 
dent, that the wealth of a community is 
based upon the products of the soil they 
inhabit—which 1s increased or diminished 








according to circumstances, some of which 
are above the control of man; though 
taken as a whole, they are mostly over- 
come by one simple thing—inpustry. 





We have all along endeavored to instill 
into the farmers of the country, a feeling 
of their true position in society, and which 
itis our intention here, in plain terms, to 
explain to them, and a serious reflection 
on the position we assume, cannot, with 
thinking men, but lead toa general moral 
elevation; for we hold that nothing isa 

ter incentive with man to a strict and 
i rectitude of action, than an innate 
feeling that his conduct is of importance || 
tothe whole community, and that that), 
conduct is under the strict surveillance of |, 
hiscompeers. ‘Taking this stand, we call || 
upon the Farmers of the country, to fol- | 
low us in our remarks, which shall be 
brief as the subject admits. | 





but the raw matertal of which emanates 
from the cultivator of the soil. We might 
fill a page or two in demonstration ; but it 
is needless. The merchant is an agent 
between the cultivator of the soil and the 
manufacturer who speculates upon the 
work of the manufacturer witha view to 
profit in his sale to the cultivator. What 
are the other different classes of the com- 
munity? The banker, for instance—he 
is a person through whom the manufac- 
turer and the merchant carry on their 
speculation—he loaning money to one or 
the other—as the case may require, with 
which the farming community or cultiva- 
tors of the soil have nothing todo. The 
professions, as well as the above, are all 
not only abundantly useful, but highly 
honorable ; but are dependent altogether, 
for existence, on the farmer. It is not our 
intention at this time, to extend our obser- 
vations beyond what is necessary to in- 
duce those that we feel we represent, to 
reflect on their true standing. We wish 
them to feel that they are in point of fact, 
“THE COUNTRY ”—that with them, rests 
the real stability of the nation, and we 
call upon them to act so, that, regardless 
of the fleeting changes which are con- 
stantly taking place in the mercantile 
world, they may demonstrate effectively 
their position. And how is this to be 
done? By standing manfully forward in 
their true character in all the important 
actions and movements of the body poli- 
tic—by union—especially through the me- 
dium of agricultural societies. By strict 
ahd undivided attention to their business, 
By improvement, moral and intellectual— 





We have stated that the wealth of a fee oe aii eked 
community is based upon the products of || PY Using the means within their reach, 


its soil—not its natural products—but cul- | (thereny adding to that national wealth, 
tivated ones. If this is so. the cultivators || Which emanates entirely from themselves) 
of the soil are the source of the wealth in |, © Inerease the amount of their crops, and 
contradistinction to any other class :—the |, "Prove their breeds ot a ; by se 
professional man—the merchant, and the |, ™&@"s, they will not only ade oh U val 
manufacturer, are persons that have arisen || own social condition, but add to . P rea 
insociety : an overplus of production hav- || a ol the Newer and eae oe rg 
ing engendered amongst the cultivators | standing with the world. -m. 
of the soil, a luxuriance of habit, which | 
has caused this. | New Agricultural Papers im Mississippt. 

Without disrespect to any of these. for|) It ts but a few months since that Mis- 
no one is more convinced of the necessily || Sissipp! was without a purely agricultural 
of all, in our present artificial state of so- | paper, and in January last, a committee 
ciety, we would call the attention of the |) of the State Agricultural Society report- 
farmers to the fact that they are the source || ed, adverse to the establishment of one— 


from which all the rest of the country are || not from want of zeal—but from a doubt 
existing in their minds of the same meet- 


supported. exi 
Pet us trace this. We will begin with | ing with the patronage necessary to sup- 

the masufacturer—what does he make ? || port the undertaking. 

To enumerate would be useless. Nothing We have, however, on our table at this 


really connected with the wants of man, || time, “ The Southern Planter,” published 
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monthly, by Porter ¢& Bailey, at Natch- 
ez; edited by Samuet E. Baitey; a 
quarto of 24 pages, at $3 per year. The 
“Southwestern Farmer,” published at 
Raymond, and edited by Messrs. Norra 
& ? ENKINS, a quarto of 8 pages, weekly, 
at $3 per year; and also a proposal to 

ublish another at Jackson, to be denom- 
inated the “ Planter’s Index,” under the 
control of Jas. E. Waire, a member of 
the State Ag-icultural Society; to be 

rinted monthly; 32 pages, octavo, at 
§ 50 per annuin, 

We are pleased to see the energ 
evinced, and trust they may all meet wit 
the support we wish them, but our own 
experience induces us to the belief that 
the object really to be obtained cannot in 
this way be accomplished. The establish- 
ment of an energetic and truly agricultu- 
ral paper in Mississippi, will need the sup- 
port of all those who have a clear under- 
standing of its utility, and itis our gratu- 
itous advice to the planters, firmly, by 
their subscriptions an communications to 
establish one paper upon euch a basis as 
to ensure itsstanding. If the planters of 
Mississippi would throw their whole in- 
fluence in supporting an agricultural pa- 


per, it cannot help but go ahead, but if 


they divide their strength there is a prob- 
ability of none being sustained. 

Onur anxiety for the cause in which we 
are embarked induces us to offer these 
observations, and we trust those really in- 
terested will reflect and adopt a system 
of action that shall insure success. 





readers, that our editorial department 
has received a valuable addition in the 
services of our esteemed friend M. W. 
Philips, of Hinds connty, Miss., whose un- 
tring exertions in the cause of agricul- 
utral improvements are sufficiently well 
known to need no eulogy from ourself. 

We feel a pride, and we hope a just one, 
that our work should have been so con- 
ducted, as to so far meet the approbation 
of our new associate that he should be 
induced to connect himself with us. 

We consider it a high compliment, and 
we congratulate our subscribers on the 
event, feeling that we shall be enabled, 
through the assistance we shall thus de- 
rive, togive new life and vigor to our 
columns. A unity of action through the 
whole land is what we are desirous of es- 
tablishing—of drawing the whole farm- 
ing community into one bond of inter- 
course, and exchange of information. We 








| 





We have great pleasure in informing our | 








U 


consider this is best done by breakin 

down all idea of locality, and we are grat. 
ified by being able ourselves to exemplif 
the fact that an agricultural paper can % 
so carried on as to destroy all conception 
of local feeling, by making its editorjaj 
department embrace a field, literal) 

without a boundary, and alive to the in. 
terests of the whole extent of the Union, 
We beg to refer to our friend Philip’s aq. 
dress in another part of our number, 





We have received from our friend, Mr. 
Mottier, a sample of Rhubarb, or pie plant, 
which measures 2 feet in length, in the 
stem, and upwards of 41-2 inches in cir. 
cumference. We are much surprised 
that more attention is not paid to the 
raising of this useful plant, our climate 
being well adapted to it, and our having 
convincing proof of the result of atten- 
tion in this particular instance. 





Solon Robinson’s advice to stock buy- 
ers, is never to purchase from any man 
but of known integrity, who has a char. 
acter to lose, and is determined never to 


do so. 





MARRIED—At Washington, Missie 
sippi, on the 19th of April, by the Rey, 
D. Page, Tuomas Arr_eck, Esq., Editor 
of this paper, to Mrs. Anna M. Smite 
of Ingleside, daughter of Isaac Dunbar 
Esq., of Adams county, Mississippi. 





Cinctnnati Prices of Produce. 


FLOUR, City milis—per bl. . ° $4.5 
agon ° ° ° ° 4,00 
by canal ° wt 3,87 


WHSKE Y—per gallon, es ae a i3 


BEEF—Mess per barrel, . 6,00 a 7,00 
Prime, do . ° ° a 5.00 
Dried, per 1b. ae eer 6a8 
Tongues per doz. . . 4,00 a 5,00 
PORK—Mess, perbarrel, . . 5.50 a 6,10 
Cieet, do G6 « 2 ts 7,51 a 8,00 
Prime, do do . 4,50 a 5,00 
Bulk Pork i. «© eeu 
Rump and Chine per bl. 3,50 a 4.00 
Joles, per bl. .  . 2,0.) a 2,50 


BACON—Hog round do do. oe. ae 
Shoulders do do. e ° 
dodo , . ° 


Sides 
Hames dodo . .« -« 4a5 
Canvass Hams ° ° 4a5 
Sugar curedand Extra. . a8 
LARD—per pound eee goes 
WHEAT—per Bushel . . . . 00% 
do MEAL bey « » Bee 
OATS— per bush . « 0a 
FLAX SEED— do do . . «+ %@ 
do OIL—  pergal. . . - 758 
POTATOES—  perbush, . - + 444 4 
BEANS: white do ° ° 37 a 
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